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5 hiſtory T have promiſed ta 
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b on old man ftood motionleſs wi 
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anguiſh, —-” hen haſtily preſſing one 
hand upon his head and the other up- 


be gazed a. while—the 
r \for breath, ſwell'd his 


nd the pangs which 
convulſed and nt his boſom, bereft 
him of all ſenſe. He fell lifeleſs at 
her fide. They would have advanced 
to ſupport him, but were deprived 
of motion; — they loc in that mute 
aſtoniſhment of grief, oY hich pictured 


more the feelings of their hearts 
4 While they 


nice and to ſt 
tered its at 
| old man fo 


on his heart, 
aching heart, 


than volumes of words. 
were thus loſt to remembray.. 
reflection, life again en 
nearly evacuated ſeat. The 


roſe upon his hand, and th ey flew ſo 
to affift him. He opened his, eyes, — 
which were immediately fixed N n the W 
dead pale corpſe of his child. He 1 


ſ ſurve, yed 


One 


up- 
the 
his 
ich 
eſt 

at 
ed 
ed 


ite 
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ſurveyed her with a mixture of that 


pitious anguiſh and love, which would 
have forced its way to the hzart of 
the moſt obdurate, and bid its feelings 
bleed. They ſupported him, and he 
gazed a while as if inſenſible to all 
around him. His pale lips quivered, 
and his eyes. were dim with the blood * 
drawn tear of his heart ;——but he 
could not ſpeak, —he was overwhelm- 


ed with grief to diſtraction, and the 


powers of utterance were entirely 
vaniſhed, —At length, after ſome time 
ſtruggling with agony, and looking 
at each of them by turns,—-words 
found a paſſage from his tortured. 
ſoul . you are young he cried, 
—“ the world has not — here he 


| was obliged to pauſe ;—© the glow 


1 of innocence ſhines in your face,. 
3 © ſhe 


1 


4e ſhe was once ” ( gazing. at his 
child) „but a villain—hear, gentle 


bc maid, attend an old man's tale, 


ce the world, if heaven and life will 
« lend my aching ſoul, I'd tell-— 
«© Oh |! ſhe was fairer than the open- 
«© ing roſe, the moon that ſilvers 
«o'er the mountain top was nat more 


ec chaſte—Oh l not a ſainted cherub 


c in yon heaven, could boaſt a purer 
« ſoul. Great God'! why was 1 
<< abſent But in my abſence - my 
ec hopeleſs fortune call'd me far from 
de henet, a faithleſs friend to whom 
«I trufted all my wealth,-my wife, 
my child, —and on whoſe friend- 
ce hip liv'd my ev'ry hope, but in 


5 < my abſence from this once lovely, 


<< now - neglected ſpot, his vlle arts 
* to ä in dhe ſphere 
9 | : 66 of 


wp So 


++ of brighter fortune how ignorant 
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ſhe of ſuch his baſe deſign, ſince his 


dark boſom hid its fell intent 


At laſt ſhe fell a victim to his art, 


+ —and her hopeleſs mother, think- 
ing, tho innocent, herſelf the cauſe, 


© ſunk: under the heavy load with 


cc 
cc 
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which her ſoul was oppreſſed. — 
It was too much for her delicate 
nature to ſuſtain, and it ftruck but 
too ſucceſsfully at her life. What 
a trying, calamitous ſcene had I 
to undergo ?-—-When I returned 
with blelüngs for my friend, 
thinking to paſs in joy my reſt of 


life, I flew to greet him,. —-but, 


oh! ſight of inexpreſſible horror, 
—on his curs'd bed my hapleſs 
wife lay Rretch'd, -—-a cold dead 
corpſe,. beſide it trembling on 

„5 . her 


( 10 » 


her bended knees, imploring him 


no more to tempt her ſoul, lay my 
<« dear daughter. Struck motionleſs 


44 —.-a while I ſtood unſeen—-the 


* favaze monſter turn'd, he met my 
& ſword;—he fell. Thou ſacred God, 
© whoſe eye I ſoon ſhall meet, for- 
40 give my rage Hoping her life, 
« ſweet penitental ſaint ! I brought 
e her here, her God has got her now. 
d I too am following, and now 
6 ] come,” —He fell— and expired. 


My ſiſter fainted, —and being torn 
with grief for the dead and fear for the 
living, the heart of oreton was now 
the ſeat of 0 —sbe recovered 
at length, but the ſcene of agony was 
ſtill before her, — he therefore led her 
from it, and they ſoon regained the 

| carriage 


the 


wit 
pe: 
fea 


ſo 


© uh ) 


carriage which was now waiting for 


them. — They purſued their journey 
without any other incident worth re- 
peating, "hd reached the gay capital, the 
ſeat of diffipation and bane of happi- 
neſs, They entered it with hearts yet 
ſoftned, —yet aching with the remem- 
brance of the recent tale of woe they 
had ſo lately heard, and the fatal ſcene 
they had juſt been witneſs of, They 
found their aunt, the good Mrs, 


Oſborne, who received them with 


thoſe tokens of friendſhip which ſpeak 


more than words the feelings of the 
heart, She received them with pleaſure, | 


—with delight.—She had been ſome 
years a widow,—and ſhe had an only 
ſon then at the univerſity, who was 
nearly about the ſame age with my 


brother.— But ſhe had not long before 
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Toft a daughter, with which ſhe had 
been much affeted;—and this might 
be one reaſon for the invitation we 
have mentioned as occaſioning this 
journey, as ſhe hoped to find ſome 
eonſolation in the company of Miſs 
Moreton, to ſupply the place of her 
departed Amelia. If the firſt day 
proved to be a pleaſing one, the ſecond 
was found to be a happy one ; —and 
days and weeks inſenſibly glided away 
in continued felicity.— Mrs. Oſborne 
was a woman of an elevated under- 
ſtanding and a liberal turn of mind. 


—She had ſeen the world, and was 


ſenſible of its pleafures, its gaieties, 
and its allurements ; : and ſhe knew 
how to check that impetuous flame 


which often burns with too great 


intenſeneſs in the breaſts of the young 
and 


(C 15 ) 


and untutored. Her natural af 
ſenſe had been cultivated in a manner 


which evidenced the benignity 'of her 
heart; the benevolence of her diſpoſi- 
tion was improved and extended to a 
pitch which cxalted and ennobled 
humanity. Scarce had her ear heard 


a tale of ſorrow, or a plaintive note 
of melancholy and diſtreſs, ere it 
reached her heart, and wak'd each 
ſceling there. —-They wak'd,—-not 


to a tranſient ejaculation of pity and 


compaſſion, — not to a ſpiriticls com- 


miſeration, —of the wretchedneſs and 


calamity of others,. —but to an actual 
participation of their griefs they 
extended to her head, 2 
manifeſted in thoſe noble and generous ; 
deeds which brought comfort and re- 


they were 
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lief to the aflited, and bid the mour- 
ner ſmile. 


Such was the lady, with whom 
Mr. and Miſs Moreton had taken 
up their abode. As ſhe was married 
very young, ſhe was not then more 
than thirty-ſeven years of age, and 
was left a widow in early life. Like 
her brethren and ſiſters of the world, 
ſhe had been viſited by the hard hand 
of grief, and the cup of affliction 
had. been adminiftred in a plentiful 
portion ;—her hiſtory therefore was 
intermixed with ſome deep ſhades of 
ſorrow and anguiſh.—Death from her 
arms had ſnatched one of the moſt 
amiable of men, and left her boſom 
the gloomy ſeat of grief and woe; 


This had fixed a penſive melancholy 
on 


CF) 
or® her mind, and ſhe had never 
thoroughly overcome her misfortune. 
— But as her ſorrows were only her 
own, ſhe did not trouble the happy 


with her refletions,—they were placed 
in her own breaſt ;—they ſerved as a 


hoard whereupon ſhe might feaſt in 
private without danger of interruption, 
—-though ſhe appeared in company 
to, be totally eſtranged from grief, as. 
if all her wiſhes were only to contri- 
bute to the happineſs of others. 


f. 
8 


Thus happily fituated, Mr. and 
Miſs Moreton could not think of 
returning. Accordingly they wrote 
to Mrs. Rivers, which was ſupported 


by Mrs. Oſborne, requeſting her to 
be happy on their Account, as under 
A 6 | Mrs 


6( 16 ) 
Mrs, Oſborne's protection they weve 


perfectly ſecure from the. ſnares of 


the world, and could have nothing 
to fear. This was neceſſary as well 
out of reſpect to Mrs. Rivers, as to 


How often are mankind, under an 

apprehenſion of perfect ſecurity and the 
calmeſt repoſe, ſubject to the greateſt 
dangers and calamities!— How promiſing 
was this pleaſing ſituation to a mind which 


=_— never been expoſed to the croſſes and 


id accidents of life !—-and yet 
How Tittle felicity was it productive of — 
But I will not anticipate the reſult ;— 
| It ſhall ſuffice to have made this reflection, 
en paſſant, that the fair reader may not 
be induced to infer too much happineſs 


from a condition which was in the higheſt 


degree flattering in proſpect. Editor, 


relieye 


C29 } 
relieve her anxious mind from un- 
toward apprehenſions; for as Miſs 


Moreton had never before been an 

hour from home and her. brother's | 
education had been ſuperintended by a 
worthy clergyman, on whom the 
world had caſt its frowns, —the com- 
merce of the world was what they 5 
were little acquainted with. But 
Mr. Moreton had profited beyond his 
years by the inſtructions of his worthy . 
tutor. he poſſeſſed every thing A. 

could exalt humanity, or ennoble th . 
ſoul of man; — he was one, who, 1 jy 1 
he had lived in thoſe fabulous _ : 
when gods were ſuppoſed to viſit the 


earth and hold converſe with men, 
would have been ranked amongſt the 
number,—Such was the tutor of Mr 
non and ſuch was the pupil. | 

They 
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Fhey had now paſſed a conſiderable 


time with their aunt, and were pre- 
paring, though reluctantly, ſor their 
departure, when the ſon of Mrs. Of- 


borne, who had been ſome time hoped 
for though not greatly expected, ſud- 


denly arrived, without any previous: 
direct intimation of his intentions to- 


pay a viſit to his reſpectable parent. 
They could not in good manners think 
of leaving Mrs. Oſborne as propoſed, 
and it now became neceſſary that they 
could prolong their viſit ! they were 
ther efore again detained, and were 


again happy in _ new occaſion: 


for it. 


It might be ſaid of young Osborne 


that he was a model of which there 
L 24 


6 5 
are but few copies. The faireſt de- 
ſigns of nature had been united in 
his formation ;—he had a ſenſibility 
of expreſſion in his. eye which told. 
the feelings of his heart ere his tongue. 
could reveal them in the language of 
ſpeech.—F ree, —affable,—accomplilhed. 
—without foppery, —and what is more, 
without pedantry, — - the ſon of Mrs. 
Osborne was all fancy could form him. 
His imagination was extended beyond 
conception, and he was unreſtrained.. 
in every wiſh of his heart; —in every 
with of his heart, he was at full li- 
berty co act at pleaſure, and being 
too generous to ſuſpect, was therefore 
too open to the deſigns of duplicity. 
Happy ſon, you will exclaim, whoſe 
accompliſhments render him worthy 
of, ſuch a mother But ſtop, my - 

Louiſa, 


= 5 


6] 
Louiſa,—decide not too haſtily on the 
character of one, who with all theſe 
advantages of mind and form, was 
unworthy of being the fon of the good 
and amiable Mrs. Osborne.—She lov'd 


him more than life, and for his fake 
alone had ſtruggled with her griefs, 


and ſupported her ſpirits under the 
_ greateſt oppreſſion, —but ſhe lamented 


his wild, impetuous temper,—ſhe faw 
with concern the danger he was ex- 


| poſed to from his credulous, un- 
© ſuſpeRing,” diſpoſition, ——ſhe beheld 
his failings and his weakneſs with 
extreme concern, which while ſhe la- 


mented, the feared ſhe could not amend. 


It was fome conſolation to the good 
Mrs. Osborne to perceive the harmony 
1 © N which 


| CAL. 

which ſubſiſted in her family, and fhe 
hoped this might effect what, ſhe 
well perceived, her parental admoni- 
tions would not be able to accompliſh, 
—But I muſt lay down my pen, my 
dear Louiſa, and reſerve the ſequel to 
another opportunity, till which time, 

I am, 


as ever, 


Your's, 


MARIA BELLMOUR. 


LETTER 


( 2% * 
LET T ER IT. 


Ars, BeLLMouR 7% Miſs COLVILLE. 


G AIN I reſume my pen, 
my dear Louiſa, to proceed 


with the hiſtory of my unfortunate 
ſiſter.— Though, as I informed you 
the good Mrs. Osborne laboured un- 
der anxiety with reſpe& to her ſon, 
——ſhe had hopes that the pleaſure, 
gaiety, and delight which reigned in 
the happy dwelling, might inſenſibly 
divert his mind to a more compoſed 


and 


' 


and ſettled ſtate.—-In this agreeable 


and pleaſing manner weeks paſſed 


away, and they ſeemed but hours.— 


My brother and Mr. Osborne were 


inſeparable, and Mrs. Osborne could 
ſcarcely live without Fanny.—- The 
hour of departure was now in ape 


pearance more diſtant than ever,— 


All was delight and tranſport—-and 
time ſeemed to have loaded his wings 
with happineſs, on purpoſe to diſperſe 


it around the gay manſion, —Thus 
bleſs'd with felicity, did the hours 


inſenſibly glide away,-—But alas! 


this golden dream was not to laſt ;— 
the iron hand of adverſe fortune be- 


gan to awake them out of this reverie, 
and to disfigure the fair image which 
this illuſion had placed before them. 
— There was a total change; —-and 


the 
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the boſom of F anny began to be agi- 
tated by feelings till now unknown. 
A new world ſcemed, as it were, to 
diſplay itſelf to her view.—She found 
her heart, which till now had repoſed 
in peace within her boſom,—torn by 
contending paſſions.—-She wiſhed to 
leave- that dwelling of pain, which had 
| hitherto been the ſeat of pleaſure ;— 
and yet ſhe had no deſire to forſake 
it, ſo ſtrongly was ſhe attracted by 


ſenſations which ſhe wiſhed to ſubdue, 


— Another cauſe was not a little to 
be confidered, as tending to in- 
creaſe the perplexity of her breaſt.— 
Young Osborne, ſhe had obſerved, 


was more abroad of late than uſual; 


and ſhe could not perceive, without 
the moſt painful concern, that when 
at home he endeavoured to avoid her. 


— This 


| . 
— This made her heart the ſeat of 


had—as ſhe would often exclaim to 
herſelf, —would he had behaved as 
indifferent at firſt, I ſhould fill have 
eſteemed him, but I ſhould not have 
been unhappy.—- Mrs. Osborne had 
obſerved the ſtrangeneſs of his beha- 
viour, and -was extremely diſpleaſed 
with his indifference.— The wiſh of 
her ſoul was to fee them united by 
the moſt ſacred ties, and to call them 
her children which ſuch conduct 
gave her little reaſon to hope for. 


In this way did things paſs on for a 
conſiderable time, till at length young 
Osborne again returned to join the 


domeſtic ſcenes of life; which reſtored 
peace and happineſs to the whole.—- 


But 


unhappineſs and grief.—— Would he 


A 3 


But his uſual vivacity and former 
ſprightlineſs had entirely forſaken him; 


— a ſecret. melancholy preyed upon 
his keart, and affected his health.— He 


had no life to appearance but when 


he was in the company of Fanny ;— 
and even then, frequently when he 
was alone with her, he would gaze 
a while with - aſtoniſhment, —then art 
baek as if ſtruck with apprehenſion 
of ſome ſudden cauſe. of horror and 
amazement, , and inftantly leave the 
room. —-She ſaw that his heart was 
diſtracted with inexpreſſible anguiſh 
nor was her boſom leſs tortured with 
agony and diſtreſs, to think what 
could occaſion it. At had always been 
her cuſtom at home, which ſhe had 
here .continued, to riſe early before 
the reſt of the Family. and enjoy the 

pleaſure 


( 27.) 
pleaſure of a walk in the garden; 
ſhe had now more than uſual reaſon 


to purſue this exereiſe. - not indeed 


for pleaſure, for the idea of this was 
totally baniſhed, but to ruminate 
on the ſituation of her own heart and 
that of the unhappy Osborne.—For 
ſuch purpoſe, the ſeaſon of the time 


when, and the ſituation of the place 
where, doubtleſs were extremely ap- 
poſite and ſuitable. 


One morning, after walking ſome 
time as uſual in this ſequeſtered ſitu- 
ation, where ſhe could fully enjoy 
her thoughts without interruption,- 
ſhe met young Osborne, who appeared 
to her more like a ſpectre than an 
animated being in human ſhape, — 

He 


28 ) 


He . for his Tel ha upon 
her contemplative walk, but begged 
her tojoin him in another walk of thc 
garden.-—-Such was his appearance, 
and the plaintive manner of his re- 
queſt, that if her heart had not been 
equally diſpoſed to regard him, com- 
| paſſion muſt certainly have operated 
to induce her compliance, —He ſpoke 
not a word more, till they had reach- 
ed an arbour in the further part of 
the garden, when he begged her to 
be ſeated, and, after placing himſelf 
by her ſide and gently taking hold 
of her hand he attempted to ſpeak, 
but could not is ſpirit at that 
inſtant ſeemed to have quit its habi- 
tation, and he, overcome with agony 
and deſpair, ſunk to the| earth. — she 
fſhrieked aloud, but was too far 

diſtant 


n 


diſtant from the houſe to be heard, 


ai ſo that ſhe was reduced to the neceſſity 
the of exerting her endeavours to recover 
ce, him herſelf.— By the help of a fmel- 
re- ling bottle which ſhe held to his noſ- 
een trils, and a plentiful application of 


hartſhoxn to his temples, he began to 
revive,,-and the fine breeze of the 
morning ſoon contributed to the re- 
ſtoration of his 'ſenſes;—but his peace 
of mind was too far gone, ever to 
be recovered. 


When he was ſufficiently reſtored 
to the uſe of his faculties, to make 
the neceſſary acknowledgments to her, 
—-he begged her forgiveneſs for the 
trouble he had occaſioned, —<* I ſhould. 
have been ſorry continued he, 

Vor. II. B « that 
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e that you ſhould have been diſtracted 
ce with the ſight of my death, had it 
„ been in my power to chuſe; but 
& ſince the ghaſtly meſſenger has 
* retired at preſent for your ſake,—l 
4 fear he has only ſpared me to be 
«© more wretched.” -—Her heart was 
upon the rack, and ready to burſt with 


agony at the ſight of his ſufferings. | 


* Oh! do not mention it, ex 
claimed ſhe, would I could eaſe 
* all your ſufferings as eaſily as I 
« have done this act, to which the 
cc common feelings of humanity would 
cc have laid a claim which could not 
© he refufed. ee And would you 
? © then, ſweet angel, would you if you 
« could? ” (haſtily catching her words 
in -2. manner almoſt bordering upon 


frenzy, res, 1 believe you would 


Dou 


" 


4e you are the angel of my paradiſe, 
« and I have ſhut myſelf out of it 
« for ever“. —He claſp'd her hand, 
—he bathed it with his tears—his 
eyes overflowed in torrents, — nor were 
thoſe of Fanny leſs ſtreaming.—-He 
aſked her, if he might hope for her 
forgiveneſs, -might hope the bleſſing 


This obſervation appears very myſte- 
rious, and certainly could not be under- 
ſtood by the fair one to whom it was ſpcken 
—But perhaps the nature and tendency 
of it might eſcape her notice at that time, 


as their minds ſeem to have been in too 


great an agitation to attend to thoſe 


particular circumſtances, This one might 


be naturally led to conclude, did not the 
event ſhew that there was too much foun. 
dation in fact for this exprefilon. Editor. 


B 2 of 
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. of friendſhip, ——Both=——both, 


ſhe eryed—you have both, —I efivem 


you as my brother.—Uh, why not— 
he faid, and was filent, He looked 
at her for ' ſome moments, and then 
exclaimed,—Oh! my hard fate, but 
J was born to ſuffer.—Her grief was 
extreme, and deprived her of the power 
; of utterance,—eShe endeavoured to 
conſole him, and to reſtore him to him- 
ſelf ;—ſhe found that her own want 
of comfort was at leaſt equally great. 
Dear Mr. Osborne, ſaid the 
terrified maid, . why are you thus 
<< ſtrangely agitated why are you 
<6 ſo oppreſſed with jarring and con- 
<< tending paſſions ?—what have I done 
& to make you doubt of my friend- 
e ſhip and my eſteem ? ”——« Oh! 
<« cordial to my torn, unhappy mind,” 
replied 


» 


re 


4 —_— IS 2 __ Ja. 


(' 33' ) 
replied the wretched youth, © am I 
« then dear did your heart accord 
« with the ſweet ſound which juſt 
e now reached my ears ?—am I then 
« worthy of your friend{hip—your 
« eſteem ?—oh ſay yet why—for why, 
«6 why, when ty'd and bound to 
<« hell's black gate, why aſk a fight 
of heav'n to damn me more? 


_ 


The wildneſs and diſtraction of theſe | 
{Hort expreſſions ſtrongly indicated the ſtate 
of his mind, and demonſtrated his fears of 
truſting himſelf with ſo great an indulg- 
ence as the preceding words ſeemed to 
point out. For ſuch myſterious conduct, 
(the cauſe of which was only known to 


himſelf,) it was impoſſible that Fanny 
thould aſſign any foundation. Editor. 
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In an inſtant he ſtarted from his ſeat, 
as if afraid to purſue the ſubject 
farther, and in a moment vaniſhed 
from her ſight, —Inexplicable meaſure! 
—--how vain each thought or wiſh 


to know the cauſe !—-—Returning to 
his room, he gave orders to his man 
to make his reſpects to his mother, 
and to inform her that he went out 


very early to paſs the day.— The poor, 


unhappy maid, was in a ſtate of 
mind not leſs pitiable. No reſource 
was left to her but to retire likewiſe 
to her room, to give vent if poſſible 


to the firuggles and agonies with 


which .the was oppreſſed; ſhe threw 
herſelf haſtily upon the bed in all 
the tortures and diſtraction of ſoul 
the then was afflicted with,—ſhe wept 
—ſhe prayed—but knew not what to 
T7 aſk 
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aſk,-Such myſterious behaviour had 
rendered every ſurmiſe doubtful, 
and the moſt probable ideas ſhe could 


entertain to account for it were alike 


uncertain and vague. She thought 


he loved her, —his actions too well 


ſpoke the feelings of his heart to 
be miſtaken ;—-how then was ſuch 
conduct to be accounted for ?-—-ſhe 
well knew that he could not, and 


that he did not fear his mother's diſ- 


pleaſure, —-that his fortune was en- 
tirely in his own hands,—and that, 
ſuppoſing it had been otherwiſe, Mrs. 
Osborne was too good a parent, by 
oppoſing his inclination, to make him 
unhappy. Nor did ſhe forget this 
additional conſideration, that ſhe had 
reaſon to think herſelf ſo highly in 
his mother's. eſteem and regard, that 

B 4 


4 


( 9 ) 
a: declaration of ſuch a nature would 
rather have tended to give her plea- 
ſure and ſatisfaction.ä—In this doubt- 
ful ſtate did ſhe ſpend her hours till 
the time of breakfaſt, nor was ſhe 
then in the leaſt nearer a deliverance 
from her anxious ſuſpence; and as 


ſhe was very unfit to appear in the 


parlour, a dreadful head ach was 
_ pleaded as the motive for her abſence, 
and want of ſleep was. pretended as 
the cauſe of her illneſs. 


In this ſituation, it is impoſſible to 


think that a perſon of Mrs. Osborne's 
goodneſs and ſenſibility could be hap- 


py.—She had minutely attended to the 


behaviour of all, and thought there was 
ſomething very ſtrange and unaccount- 


ble 
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plea 
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able in it.—It was therefore out of 
her power to form any ſatisfactory 
opinion upon it. Her heart moſt 
ardently wiſhed to ſee Fanny her 
daughter ;—ſhe alſo thought that the 
heart of Fanny was far from being 
indifferently affected towards Mr. Oſ- 
borne ;—-and ſhe was not inſenſible 
that her ſon's behaviour in many re- 
ſpects, though myſterious in others, 


ſtrongly indicated a more than com- 
mon regard towards her — How then 


was this ſtrange perplexiety to be 


accounted for? — Often would ſhe fay 


to herſelf, 
any thing in me to prevent their com. 


furcly they cannot ſea 


ing to an explanation; I have not 


_ inteni:Onally done any thing to ſhew 


the leaſt diflati>fation o ſuch a mea- 
ure, or averiion from ſuch a proſpect 
5 they 


( 38 ) 
they have therefore no cauſe on my 
account to be fearful or unhappy,— 
Such was the ſituation of this once 
happy family. 


To. return to Mr. Osborne, Fanny 
did not think that he was gone out, 
as had been repreſented, though his 
mother did.—Several times ſhe ſtole 
to the door of his room, as if appre- 
henſive that ſomething tragical might 
have happened. —Somtimes ſhe could 
hear him groan, as if tortured with 


the moſt racking pains, then 
would he ftart and rave, as if he had 
been in the very height of a. frenzy ; 
in a ſhort time after, when the 
rage of his diſtraction had a little a- 
bated, he would throw himſelf into 

his 


wy 


ce 
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his chair and there fit ſtill and motionlefs 
for hours, as if he had been ſunk into 
a ſettled and confirmed melancholy, 


From ſuch a ſcene of deſpair and 


of horror, though only an occaſional 
witneſs of it, Fanny found it neceſſary 
to retire as early as poſſible; but ſhe 
neither had power or inclination to 
ſleep, and the only buſineſs of the night 


was to think and be wretched. 


After a day ſpent in ſo very afflict- 
ing and alarming a manner, and a 
night no leſs productive of ſcenes of 
diſtreſs which gaye cauſe for terrible 
appreh-nfions,—-—the next morning 
found him in a high fever, and fre- 
quently delicious, —-It was nec ſſary 


to acquaint Mrs. Osborne with nis 
B 6 cond men 
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condition; who was almoſt diſtracted 


for fear of fatal conſequences. She 
knew not what to think,—refleRion's 


power had then its office fled, and 


ſtood aghaſt unable what to judge 
or what to couclude,—. She ſat by 
him the whole day, carefully watch- 
ing every change which his affliction 
produced, and ſedulouſly attending to 
every ſymptom which nature might 


ſupply to check the dreadful malady | 


Fanny too attended the lov'd Mrs, 
Osborne, to keep her company; nor 
was he left one inftant, Unhappy 


maid I—fhe, though unobſerved, was 


not the leaſt ſufferer in this diſtreſſed 
family; her heart was torn by agonieg 
inexpreſſible, to ſee him thus rent 
and haraſſed with grief, of which 


the knew herſelf to be the cauſe with- 
out 


[1 


tt 
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out knowing the particular reaſon of 
this awful calamity. . | 


In this manner was he confined 
for more than three weeks, one day 
preſenting perhaps a dawn of hope, 
and the next filling the unhappy fa- 
mily with nothing but the proſpect 
of death, But it was remarkable 
that he never mentioned the name 
of Fanny, before his mother, even 
when he was in the moſt delirious: 
moments, and in a ſtate of diſtraction ' 
verging upon madneſs, —He had the 


precaution to conceal what he kuew 


might ſoon, if known, be cer nate 


in a manner which, had. there been 
no hidden cauie, would ſoon have 
revived and reſtored him, 


It 


a 

It happened one morning, when 
the phyſicians were retiring, that Mrs 
Osborne went down with them to 
conſult them ſeriouſly upon their 
opinions about the life of a ſon whom 
ſhe fo highly valued. He had now been 
in this ſtate more than three weeks. 
—=-Fanny ſtayed behind, as it was 
thought unadviſable for him to be 
left alone; when, after deſiring her 
to come near to him, he raiſed him- 
felf from his pillow, with ſome degree 
of emotion, and ſnatching her hand, 
thus haſtily exclaimed, —<* tell me, 
& tell me, ſole arbitreſs of my fate 


* whether I am to die, or live, —ſay 
& if I am dear to you, and if you 
ce do or can love me.—I am perfectly 
reſigned, and willing to die, if you 
<« deſire it, —b have not a ſingle wiſh 

« for 


(l 


« for my own ſake to continue longer- 
« here, unleſs that 'wiſh will con- 
{© tribute to your happineſs z-—but, 
« m y mother, ſee very plainly 
ee that her life depends on mine,. — 
© ſay then, will you love both. 


2 e will you preſerve her life as well 
a8 « as mine, — ſpeak I beſeech you, and 
he «© take me off the rack, for the life or 
er + death of both entirely hangs upon 
* “ your determination,” -The hurry 


and precipitation with which he ſpoke, 
and the wildneſs and horror which 
ſpread in his countenance while he 
was ſpeaking —ſtaggered and affrighte 
7 ed her, and ſhe was convinced of the 
neceſſity of a ſpeedy reply.—*< I will, 
« I will.” the cricd. with the greateſt 
:. Cagertioſs, 6 T will if in my power 
& make a happy. t en, with a | 
wild : 


„ 


wild mixture of joy and agony, which 
indicated the ſtate of his feelings, 
as if he was ſtill doubtful whether 
he ſhould believe what he wiſhed 
to hear, he faid——** will your 
«heart conſent,—will you be mine 
«in ſoul,— will you,”-—-ſhe was 
going to reply, but he continued his 
ſpeech,—-—** will you make me 
e happy, —will you ſave the life of 
« my mother -who adores YOU, wm 
And is therefore,” ſhe replied, * too 
«© good to deny you any thing.— 
Why then is it to be kept a ſecret? 
© hy not aſk her approbation 

* and concurrence ?-—-JI wili if in 
© my power make all happy.—-She 
_ ©: comes—why do not you ſpeak to 
« her ?— Firſt ſtrike me dead,” ſaid 
he quickly,—-** for there is ſuch a 
& reaſon. 
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4 reaſon, if you knew it, that 1 dare 


« not ſpeak to her—but I can die 
« Fanny wiſhes it, and I am happy in 
« ſubmitting to my fate,—--Yet my 
e poor mother.” —at that inſtant ſhe 
entered, and all was ſilent. 


Mrs. Osborne, by her continual 
attention to her ſon, and the anxiety 
ſhe laboured under for his recovery, 
was ſtrangely altered in her perſon» . 
and was almoſt as great a ſpectre as 
as himſelf. —She was indeed wore to 
a ſkeleton, and excluſive of this con- 
ſideration, her health was otherwiſe 
very ſenſibly affected. Her illneſs ex- 


tended to Fanny, who was viſibly con- 


cerned at this change of health in 


the good Mrs, Osborne —and with 


the 
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the part ſhe took in her ſon's malady, 
was almoſt too much for nature to 
fupport. 


She looked around, and ſaw three 
people almoſt. at the brink of the 
grave,—and yet ſhe was not able to 
affign any reaſon.— Mr. Osborne ap- 
parently grew. much worſe, and in 
the evening was entirely given over 
by his phyſicians, who found him 
in ſuch a ſtate that they would not 
enſure his life till the next morning. 
Fanny heard this intelligence with 
diſtraction, the meſſenger of her own 
death would have been far more wel- 
come to her.— She ſaw the ſcythe 
which cropt the blade would ſoon 
ſtrike at the root, and was unable to 

ſupport 


dy, 
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ſupport the ſhock z—and ſhe retired 
to her room, in a ſtate little better 


| than that of the youth, at whoſe ex- 


pected loſs ſhe was ſo deeply moved. 
—The good Mrs. Osborne inſiſted 
upon her going to her apartment, 
as ſhe ſaw that ſhe was too ill to 
continue there; ſhe would watch by 
him herſelf, ſhe ſaid, and the flame 
of life in each ſhould at once leave 
its dwelling, —they would dic together. 
—Fanny was afraid to reaſon, and 
retired in agonies z—all the night ſhe 
reflected on his ſtrange ſtory, and 


knew not what to fix upon.—At laſt, 


after wearing out the ſoul with re- 


flection, ſhe found a ſhort repoſe, 


yet -waked to the ſame terror and 
diſtreſs ſhe had left, She went to his 
room; — he was ſilent, and almoſt 

ſpeechleſs 


£7 7 
ſpeechleſs. His mother had been ſo 
exceſſively ill, -that ſhe had been 
conveyed away, while in a faintiny 
fit, without her knowledge, to her 
bed. God of mercy, exclaimed ſhe, 
hat a ſcene —-I will,—-I will, if 
poſſible, reſtore them both to life and 
health; —ſuch a marriage cannot be 


diſgrace, —and if proves unhappy, I 


will willingly bear it to reſtore peace 
toa family, from which I have been 
the unhappy means of baniſhing it. 


No fooner had Fanny come to 
this reſolution, 
her ſpirits in a very unexpected man- 
ner; — ſhe even grew well at the 
thought, and forgot her own afflic- 


tion in the determined endeavour to 
| | reſtore 


than ſhe recovered 


reſtore thoſe who were more diſtreſſed. 
—As foon as ſhe had ſent away the 
nurſe, ſhe trembling took his hand, 
and feelingly aſked him how he did; 
—he attempted to reply, but his 
ſpeech was very inarticulate, and he 
ſhook his head. She burſt into a 
flood of tears, and he ſeemed deeply 
affected at the ſight.—He feebly ſaid, 
though ſcarcely to be underſtood, 
I ſhall die happy, were it not my 
mother,-my poor mother—He could 
not ſay more——a fainting overcame! 
him, and her heart could now con- 
tain itſelf no longer, —I will- will, 
—ſhe cried,,—-F will conſent to be 
your wife. when, and how you 
pleaſe, only endeavour to keep your- 
ſelf as calm as poſſible, and to look 
forward with hopes of life She 
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ſpoke with pathetic tone of voice, 


as if ſhe wiſhed to expreſs the very 
inmoſt feelings of her heart, —--and 


thus ſufficiently awoke his ſenſes to 
diſtinguiſh her words; — but he ſhook 
his head, as if he thereby meant to 
anſwer, that it was now too late, 
— She again repeated the vefy ſame 
expreſſion, and begged of him not 
to doubt the truth of what ſhe ſaid; 
that, as ſhe. was deſirous of and 
hoped for mercy in the world to 
come, her promiſes ſhould be held 
as ſacred. At this declaration his 
eyes ſeemed to brighten up a little, 
but nature was too much exhauſted 
to continue, a dying languor ſoon 
again ſeemed to overſhadow them. 


- In this enfeebled and deſparing 
5 ſituation 
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ſituation did Mr. Osborne continue 
all that day, and every moment no- 
thing but the approach of death was 
expected. Not the ſmalleſt glimpſe 
of hope could be entertained ;—life 
juſt remained, and that was all. 
But the next morning gave ſome 
ſmall cauſe to hope for a favorable 
turn As Mrs, Osborne was too ill | 
to attend upon her ſon, therefore 
Fanny had continued with him all 
night ;-—-and perhaps the ſight of 
her, and the promiſe ſhe had made 
him, joined together, had ſuch an 
effect upon his heart, as to haſten 
the return of his far departed health. 
—His mother, whoſe life was ſuſ- 
pended on his, recovered alſo, and 
the proſpect in this deplorable family 
began to clear up, and promiſe a 

returning 


r 


returning day of health and happi- 


nefs,-In a few wecks all was well, 
and health again reſtores its beau- 
tuous form,-——And as they were 
now happy, let me leave them in the 
poſſeſſion of that happineſs, which is 
not often the lot of humanity, and 
give my pen a little reſpite, 


Adieu, 
my dear Louiſa, 
Your's as ever, 


MARIA BELLMOUR. 


In 
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p. S. In the ſtory of my fiſter, 
you will perceive that I forget my 
own misfortunes, and would, my 


me Louiſa, that I could for ever bury 
ere them. With the morning I will 
he reſume my pen; as it is too late to 
- think of proceeding to night, 


Vor. II C LETTER. 
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LET. in M. 
Mrs. BELLMOUR 70 M Colville: 


My dear Louiſa, 

HAT the farther proſecution of 
[ the ſubject of my late letters 
has been interrupted for a few days, 
T hope you will eaſily forgive. My 
promiſe, therefore, of reſuming my 
pen the next morning muſt be un- 
derſtood as to my intention rather 
than my at.-—An accident which, 


on ſome future occaſion, I may in- 


form you of, but which had better 
be 


tunit) 
read11 
as foi 
reſtor, 
before 
obtain 
one 1 
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time 


lovely 


hand a 
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be ſuppreſſed at preſent, has been the 
cauſe of my hindrance. 


\ 


I obſerved to you, at the conclu- 
ſon of my laſt, that, having reſtored 
the family to happineſs, a fit oppor- 
You will 
readily imagine that young Osborne, 
as ſoon as his health was tolerably 
reſtored, did not loſe much time 
before he claimed the promiſe he had 
obtained from Fanny.—-Accordingly 


tunity offered to flop. 


one morning,—-having procured a 
Licence, a Clergyman at the ſame 


x time being in readineſs,,.ſke poor, 
Þ, lovely unfortunate maid, reſigned her 
* hand and her heart for ever. His own 
* and a young girl which lived in 
i lie houſe, and was the attendant of 


C 2 Fanny 
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Fanny, were all the perſons preſent, 
— They could each confide in their 
reſpective domeſtics, and therefore x 
diſcovery of their marriage was no 
way to be apprehended, until cir- 
cumſtances ſhould render it neceſſary, 
—— They were happy,——and time 
rolled on unperceived, and unconſci- 
ous of the agony with which it was 
loaded, —— Many, many months dil 
thus roll away—in appeorance bleſſed 
beyond the reach of wor,—thoufh 
a gloomy hotror would often ſpeak 
from his eye, as expreſſive of ſome- 
thing in his mind not altogether ſatis- 
factory, which ſhe very prudentl y ſcem- 
ed not to obſerve.— At length however 
ſhe found that her ſituation was ſuch 
as would neceſſarily reveal her mar. 
riage, =nowever ſhe might endcavou, 


to 
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to conceal it ;——and pleading this as a 


"reſent, 
their 


fore 2 ſufficient reaſon for divulging that 

a3 no which had hitherto been a ſecret, he | 

1 cir- ſoon quieted her thoughts by ſaying 

eflary, that ſhe need only pretend illneſs, and | 
time that in conſequence her dreſs would | 
onſci- not be Obſerved.— By this means, he 

t was ſaid, ſhe might paſs a long time 

8 did without diſcover y,-and, as it was not 

leſſcd yet adviſable to declare their mar- 

ug rage, he would remove her, when 

ſpeak her condition prevented ſarther ſe- 


ome- cry, to the houſe of a friend. — 


ſatis- wacre ſhe would meet with every 
em- thing happy and convenient. ——8She 


ever. wes thoroughly convinced that he 


ſuch loved her more than his own foul, 
Nate and this made his reaſons appear 
you, of more conſequence in her mind for 
to continuing their marriage fecret ,-— 


C3 but 
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but ſtill her ſituation was a very un- 
happy one. — To be torn from ever; 
thing ſhe held dear, and ſeperated 
from thoſe ſhe loved, to be placed 
with ſtrangers, —+was a reflection 
which required ath her fortitude to 
bear up againſt ;—-but though her 
heart ached, ſhe acquieſced in ſilence, 
—her heart, though it ſuſfered, was 
conſcious of no .crime, and her in- 
nocence, dunng her preparation for 
departure ſupported her ſpirits. 


The time at length arrived, when 
concealment was nd longer poſlible, 
and cvœy attempt muſt have been 
ſool-hardineſs, He cauſed a letter to 
be written, as from Mrs, Rivers, in 
treating her by every ſacred and re- 

5 ligious 
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ligious obligation, to return to the 
caſtle, or ſhe would never ſee her 
more, and that unleſs the ſaw her, 
ſhe could not poſſibly die in peace. 
At was natural to ſuppoſe that this. 
would caſiiy be believed by Mrs. 
Oſborne, and that Fanny would be 
glad of ſuch an opportunity es this 
afforded to leave her preſent ſituation, 
efpecially as he would not himſelf. 
avow or permit her to declare their 
mariiage, It is enough to ſay that it. 
«nlwered the propoſed end. Her bro- 
ther was then in the country with a 
young gentleman in the neighbour- 
hood, an acquaintance with whom he 
had ſome time formed it therefore 
became neceflary that Mr, Oſborne 
ſhould attend her on the journey, —He 


did ſo, and all was agrecably ſettled. 
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Young Osborne had placed Fanny 
at no great diſtance from his mother's 
houſe, that he might the more fre. 
quently indulge himſelf with her 
company and converſation.—His foul 
knew no joy when he was divided 
from her,-—-and in the moments of 
her illneſs he ſuffered agonies that 
fully demonſtrated the ardency of his 
affection, and the anxious concern 
he took in her welſare; 


every 
hour was filled with doubt and per- 
plexity, till at length he had intelli- 
gence that all was well.—She then 
ſaw herſelf the mother of a charming 
boy, which was bleſſed with every 


feature of his father. ——Aſter the, 


neceſſtary time of abſence, ſhe placed 
her ſon with a woman on whom 
ſhe could depend, and returned again 


9 


te 
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to Mrs. Oſborne.—-Again ſhe was 
received With joy, and happineſs Once 
more ſeemed to be the gueſt of the 
peaceful dwelling, —But happineſs is 
4 gueſt, my Louiſa, that ſeldom 
endures without her dark and un- 
favour'd ſiſter, grief z— like a reſtleſs 


and uneaſy viſitor, ſhe will endeavour 


his by every means poſſible to corrupt 
ern her, and at length will oppreſs and 
ery drive her from her habitation, —Her 
er. brother likewiſe returned ſoon after, 
us and ſome few weeks roll'd away again 
en in bliſs, and every thing ſeem to wear 
ng the ſace of pleaſure and felicity. 

ry 

1e, 

d In this tranquil {tate was Fanny 


one morning fitting alone with Mrs, 
Oſborne, when a carriage ſtopped at 
8 the 
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the door. — Soon afterwards a young 


— —— a — r 
AER — — — 
— * 


5 . . . 
— * 


—— — b 
—— — — 
— ——— CL 7 


— 
2 


CC a 


lady entered, who had alighted from _— 
the carriage, and. was introduced by aut 
a ſervant, —who. immediately enquired bor 
for Mrs. Oſborne. She ſeemed to hay 
be in a very ill ſtate of health, and mn 
had in her hands a child about two 5 
years old. As ſoon as ſhe underſtood 4 
that Mrs. Osborne was in the room, juf 
ſhe apologized in a very obliging and . 
condeſcending manner for her intru- eu 
ſion, and informed her that ſhe ſhould a 
be happy to ſpeak with her alone.— vi 
Mrs. Osborne replied, there was no H 
perſon there who might not hear th 
any thing that was ſaid to her.— to 


Upon this declaration the unexpected 
viſitor, falling on her knees and ex- 
citing the compaſion of this good lady 
by a too natural and unaffected ſtory 
informed 


C 3 J 

—informed her that the perſon then 
before her was no other than her 
daughter-in-law, the wife of Mr, Oſ- 
borne,—and that his long neglect of 
her had compelled her to take this 

way of introducing herſelf to the 1 
notice of his relations, as the only 
method in her power to do herſelf 


juſtice, She could ſay no more 
a loud ſhriek from Fanny firuck 


every one dumb with horror and 
amazement, and the poor deluded 
victim fell lifeleſs to the earth, 
Her brother had heard the noiſe from 
the ſtudy, and returned immediately 
to the parlour to enquire the cauſe; 
the ſhriek of his ſiſter had almoſt 
petrified him, and at his approach, 
he was ſtruck with aſtoniſhment. 
His unhappy ſiſter, half raving, 
C.6 breathed 


(64 ) 
breathed in a low but ſilent voice, 
—I am his, wife—-pardon me, my 
mother, I am his wife—Oh ! what 


then 


a flate of agony is mine! 
and are 


turning to the ſtranger, 
you——but why do I doubt? —— 
why need I aſk—-that chilJ-—hi; 


features—ſhe fell lifeleſs to the earth 
— her brother left the room in a 
fit of revenge, of inſulted honor, — 
be ſought-—he met Mr, Osborne,— 
they fought, and both fell. —— The 
new', for unwelcome news ſeldom 
needs a meſſenger, the news inſtant- 
ly arrived Mrs. Osborn's reaſon for- 


ſook her,——and Fanny, gathering 


courage from deſpair, bid them fetch 
her child, — The carriage accordingly 
was ordered, and ſhe haſtened away 


with all imaginable ſpeed, —She ar- 
. rived 


FS 


(- Os 3 
rived—=can I ſay, alive, - no, only 
alive to horror and diſtraction.—- Mrs. 
Rivers—the good: Mrs, Rivers, whoſe 
fore-bodings on their departure were 
but too juſtly founded, — received her 
at the door of her carriage, to whom 
ſhe gave the child. Take care of him, 
exclaimed ſhe, frantic, wild, and hard- 
ly intelligible, take care of him for 
the ſake of his unhappy, unfortunate 
mother, and ſhe inſtantly flew by 
her to her chamber.-—-Mrs, Rivers 
quickly followed her, when ſhe had 
diſpoſed of the pretty boy, and all 


_ trembling and aſtoniſhed aſked, where 


was her brother, — with my father 


and my mother, anſwered ſhe, in 


the boſom of their God, —Recollec- 
tion now began to croud upon her 


heart, and ſhe fell to the earth.. 
Mrs, 


( 66 ) 


Mrs. Rivers raiſed her up, and ſhe 
recovered again,——yet do not, ſhe 
Cried, do not diſturb me, —let me 
reſt here: thanks to my God, that 
will ſo ſoon releaſe me. — But oh 
by that eternal power, —-to whoſe 
dread throne my trembling ſoul is 
flying. — and before whom we 
all ſhall ſoon appear. by that 
great power ſhe cried, I charge you 
with my dying breath never to let 
my infant's birth be known but to 


my ſiſter, —He, alas! has no inhe- 
ritance,—-I am no legal wife, and 


my own fortune is not in my pow- 
er,—therefore to her and her alonc 
reveal the tale of woe, and ſay that 
with my dying breath this laſt re- 
queſt of them I had to make, — 
that they would love him, ſuccour 


and 


(' of 1) ö 


and protect him, —-ſay farther, that 


my ſoul would in a future ſtate 
be ſunk with grief ſhould they re- 
late the ſtory of my ſhame.— This 
laſt requeſt of my departing ſoul, I 
beg you'll keep, — beg you, when 
time has made my ſiſter's mind ſuſ- 
ceptible of pity, will tell to her the 


{tory of his birth, and that ſhe will 


my child receive with joy, —ſay *tis 
the child of * * * # % # But here 
her ſtrength and her voice failed her, 
.—ſhe groan'd and ſhe expired. 


Such was the laſt end of the beau- 
teous, but unhappy mother of my 
Charles.— muſt end at once, for 


my heart bleeds wieh the recollection 
of what the fweet ſoul ſuffered, 


And 
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And for her dear fake, while! 
have either life, or ſenſe to knoy 
J have it, he ſhall be dear to me, 


—he ſhall be protected. 


One requeſt I have to make, my 
| Louiſa, is, that you keep ſacred, a: 
you would the dying requeſt of on: 
you moſt eſteemed and regarded, the 
ſtory with which I have now entruſtet 
you.—As I am uncertain what may 
happen, for that reaſon if any thing 
ſhould befal me to occaſion my death 
at an early period of life,——thi 
1ecret, which is the only and ſole 


ſecret of my ſoul, may reſt ſafely 
lock'd in your breaſt, and” When a 
convenient time ſhall come, he him— 
ſelf may be acquainted with his 

birth 


( 69 ) 


birth, -I cannot tell how it is, but 
I find my ſelf as it were labouring 
under a load, from which my heart 
cannot deliver itſelf, ou will ex- 
cuſe my reſuming my own con- 
cerns at preſent, as I am already 
too full of the melancholy tale I 
have been reciting to write more. 


L am, 
my dear Louiſa, 


Your's as ever, 


MARIA BELLMOUR. 


LETTER 
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L E T T E R IV. 
\ 


GREOROR VILLARS, EV; to CoLont, 


BELLM OUR. 


Dear Bellmour, 


ceal the anguiſh of your heart, 


does but ſerve to hide the poiſen 


that feeds upon your life, —You ſay 
that you *exert every endeavour to 


compole 


* It is evident from this expreſſion 
that ſome letters are here wanting, as no 


ſuch 


UR endeavouring to con- 


CIO nf 
compoſe your boſom, and that you 
do not diſturb any body with your 


ſorrows. - Mrs. Bellmour is a ſtranger 


to your ſuſpicions, as well as ſhe is 
unacquainted with the cauſe of your- 
unhappineſs, —-——--To your ſuſpicions, 
ſhe well may be a ſtranger; — the 


innocent heart can never ſuſpect, 


can never entertain the idea of guilt. 


—[t is conſcience which alone can. 


{ach letter appears, to which an anſwer has 
not before been given. Beſides from the 


nature of the relapſe here alluded to, it 


is ſcarcely to be conceived that it could 


have been the work of a very ſhort time, 


which would be- inconſiſtent with the 


character under- which we were led to. 


view him in the firſt part of this cor- 
reſpondence. Editor. 
raile 
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raiſe ſo. unwelcome a demon,—but 
do not my, friend, I conjure and 
intregt you, be fo; unreaſonable to 
give them the leaſt countenance, 
I am truly. ſorry to ſee you acting 
ſo much below the character of the 


man you _ formerly Was. — Let me 
hear from you, and, that you are 
once more reſtored to the uſe of 
your | primitive knowle dge and „ . 


ment. 
I. am, 1 
my =: friend, 
Your's as ever, 
on 0:4 NUARS. 


LETTER 


LE TER V. 


CoLOoNEL BELLMOUR t GRORGE 


VILLARS, Ey; 


Know not how it is, my dear 
1 friend that your letters have fuch 
an effect upon my mind, but you 
will believe me when I aſſure you 
that they operate more ſtrongly than 
the moſt potent charm, —How hap- 
py Is it to have ſuch a friend, 
a friend, who does not feed the 


. malady by adminiſtering palliatives, 
F but 
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but, like a ſkilful phyſician, ſtrikes 
at the root of the diſeaſe which 
preys upon the vitals, and directs 
his utmoſt ſkill and ability to take 
away the cauſe. 


I wiſh your affairs would permit 
you to come to Moreton Abbey, 
where your preſence would quickly 
reſtore happineſs to the formerly gay 
' manſion the pleaſures of life would 
ſoon be felt and enjoyed by its 
inhabitants, and ſcenes of delight 
and ecſtaſy would once more ſur- 
round the peaceful dwelling. 


It is enough that I haye hinted my 
wiſhes 


i 

wiſhes ;=Villars will not wait for 
a more preſſing invitation, if within 
the power of his accompliſhing to 
haſten to his anxiouſly expecting 


BELLMOUR, 


LETTER 
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GEORGE VIILARS, £/q; to COLONEL 


BELLMOUR. 


My dear Friend, 
H E impoſſibility of ſeeing 
Moreton Abbey at preſent will 
plead my excuſe.— Vou know the 
critical ſituation of my affairs, and 
that nothing but the moſt minute and 


perſonal attention, can counter- act the 


de ſigns of thoſe who wiſh to wreſt 
from me ſo conſiderable a part of my 
patrimony.—My friend I am certain 
13 Ri will 


ill 
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will feel for my ſituation, and this 


ſenſation will fully ſatisfy him, that 
nothing but neceſſity could have de- 
prived me of the pleaſure I have 
ever enjoyed in his enlivening con- 
verſation. Bellmour is ſufficiently - 
acquainted with the character and 


diſpoſition of thoſe, with whom it 
is his friends misfortune to be con- 
cerned in this diſagreeable buſineſs. 


But you will allow me to demon- 
ſtrate my affection for you by letters. 
— Nothing ſhall deprive me, except 
inability and want of health, of the 
pleaſure of an epiſtolary correſpon- 
dence —and thoſe, I hope, will not 
interrupt the only means of ſpeaking 


the genuine feelings of the heart,— 
Vol.. II 8 What 


cn) 


What a happineſs is it to be able 
to communicate our thoughts, when 
abſent, and to convey thoſe thought, 

to the remoteſt parts !--How thank. 

full ought we to be for fo refine : 
bleſſing how grateful for ſo noble 


an improvement of our faculties.— 
for the ineſtimable invention of wri- 


ting. 


You will pardon my freedom in 
repeating the advice I have already 
ventured to give you.——Your letter 
encourages me to continue this of. 
fice, as the beſt proof of my attach: 
ment to your welfare and happinels, 
zink then that Mrs, Bellmour is 
all that nature can produce in wo- 


man think that her anxiety, — that 


able 
When 
ughts 
hank. 
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noble 
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that 
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Y- 9” 1 
her penſiveneſs is ſolely occaſioned 
by your change of behaviour ; think 
that your reſervedneſs is the entire 
cauſe of that gloom and melancholy, 


which has overſpread her formerly 


blooming countenance, and neceſ- 


ſarily gives 2 tincture to her actions. 


I will not dwell on the diſa- 
greeable ſubject; but I muſt never- 


theleſs conſider it as a duty which 


friendſhip demands, to endeavour by 
every means poſſible to draw you 
from that labyrinth of confuſion and 
diſquiet, in which your are at preſent 
involved. The claim of diſintereſted , 


—»of ſincere and unaffected concern 


for you, requires this from me. 
In my next, I ſhall point out ſome 
D 2 other 
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(80: 
other conſiderations, which may be 
of uſe to divert your attention in- 
to a more agreeable channel; in the 
mean time, I am, 


my dear friend, 
Tuour's as ever, 


8. VILLARS. 


LETTER 


be 
1 
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LET TE R VII. 


CoLoNEL BELLMOUR t GroORGE 


ViLLARsS, Z//; 


E N thouſand thanks to my 
153 dear friend for his pointed, 
but ſeaſonable obſervations Every 
letter more and more convinces me 
that J ought not to harbour a diſ- 
agrecable thought of any kind, or 


upon any ſubject without confulting 
Villars. 


Alas! till now I muſt 
freely acknowledge the bleſſings of 
l friendſhip 


J 


friendſhip were unknown to me ;— 
all that I have hitherto experienced 


deferves no better appellation than 
dreams, when compared with ſuch 


generous inſtances of it.—-— When 


ſincerity and freedom leads men to 
attempt the undeceiving a friend of 
miſtakes and errors in his own con- 


duct, at the hazard of occaſioning 


a. diſſolution of ſuch friendſhip, — 
the motive muſt be of the moſt ex- 


alted kind, —Villars has boldly un- 


dertaken this taſk, which convinces 
me in the fulleſt degree how much 
advantage we may reap from it. 


I begin already to ſee the force 
of your ſupgeſtions with reſpect to 
Mrs. Bellmour.— Vou are right, my 

| friend ; 


( 83 ) 
friend her griefs have] been occa» 
ſioned by my untoward conduct. 
Gracious heav'n |/—-how could I be 
permitted to ſurvive the wrongs. I 
have done to this amiable woman ? 
—why was I not cut off in midft 
of my impiety, and wholly extirpa- 
ted at once as unworthy of life ;— 
why was I ſuffered to entertain ſuſ- 
picions ſo injurious to the faireſt 
pattern of her ſex ? - But Providence 
is merciful to thoſe whoſe. errors are 
produced from the head and net 


"Oi : 


Mr. Bellmour has in this place, by 
a very common figure of ſpeech, put 


the attribute of Providence for the Dy: 2 
himſelf. Editor. 


| D 4 3 from 
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from the heart. who miſtake not 


from deſign and intention, but from 
improper judgment. Here then is 
my hope,-—-my conſolation j-—that 


what I have been guilty of, as it 
was done unwittingly, ſo I have to 
truſt it will not be ſeverely re» 
quired of me. | 


The regret of your abſence from 
me, though very great, is what muſt 
nceſſarily be ſubmited to.—Such is 
the preſſing urgency of your buſi- 
neſs, that I ſhould not deſerve the 
name of a friend ſhould I perſiſt in 
continuing to importune your com- 
ing hither at preſent — will 
therefore wait with patience till that 


happy. 


wy. 
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happy time ſhall come, —and that jt 
may be ſoon, with a pleaſing ter- 
mination. of your troubleſome affair, 
is the earneſt wiſh of, 


my dear friend, 
Your's moſt affeQionately, 


BELLMOUR. 
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LETTER VIII. 


Aſs Col vILLE fo Mrs. BELLMOug: 


On dy Aer ffiend, 
EI OW did my heart ſympathize 


| with your's at the concluſion 
of the affecting hiſtory of the mo- 


ther of your Charles. Alas ! the 
feelings of my mind were too ex- 


quilite to be recited, -] cannot do 


juſtice to them they will be much 


better conceived than deſcribed, -<— 


Poor Charles his ſtory has inter- 


e ſted me more than ever in his fa- 
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vor; and 1 perceive the tender” e- 
motions of compaſion ſtealing througli 
my whole frame at the recollection. 


The commiſerating heart is always 
moſt ſenſibly affected with the rela- 
tion of misfortunes:.—-It enters into 
all the exquiſite ſenſations of diſtreſs 


and anguiſh; and is iaſenſibly led to 


conſider it as a duty to ſhare in the 


Maria will. therefore eaſily accoun 


miſcries of the affli cted. My dear 


t 


for the refl: tion I have made reſpect- 


ing poor Stanley, as ſhe calls him 


her feelings will need nothing more to 


excite them to a pitch of perle ct 
uniſon, with thoſe of her friend, 


0 6 
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But whilſt the hiſtory of this un- 
fortunate youth, and his {till more un- 
fortunate parent have been recording, 
your own hiſtory has been wholly 
neglected.— I am anxious to know 
whether Mr. Bellmour's conduct has 
of late been more agreeable,—or if 
you have yet diſcovered any leading 
cCircumſtance in his actions, that may 
ſerve as a Clue to lead to the cauſe. 


There may perhaps be ſome found- 
ation of a more diſtant nature, which 
to you may be ſtill unknown, 
and. yet 1: could not perceive any 
ground for this conjecture,—-I am, 
after making every probable ſuppo- 
ſition, ſtil} divided in opinion,—— 
Sometimes I ſuſpet that he is de- 

ſirous 


EE 


ay 


CS» 


firous of knowing ſome particulars * 
about Charles, and. that this ignorance 
of his birth and conſanguinity preys 
upon his ſpirits W— that the delicacy 
of his mind, and the uncertainty of 
the reſult, prevents his requeſting the 


favor. of that information he is fo 


anxious for. But I wiſh at preſent 
to indulge myſelf with the hope 
that your next will give me a more 
pleaſing account of the ftate of your 
feelings ;——and yet if this ſhould 
prove to be the occaſion of his change 


of conduct, as the cauſe muſt ſtill 


remain, I ſee not how LI. can flatter _ 


myſelf with ſo favorable a proſpect, 
—— The thought therefore returns 


upon me with all its force, and 1 £4 
am obliged to conclude that the 


ſecret. of this hiſtory can only be 
| the 
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the cauſe of all this unhappineſs, 
At all events, therefore it muſt be 


| told ;—— the peace and felicity of 
your future life ſeem to turn upon 
this hinge, Adieu, 


5 my dear friend, 


| Your's very affectionately, 


LOUISA COLVILLE. 


LETTER 


LETT EK 
Mrs, BELLMOUR to Miſs COLVILLE, 


Oh! my dear Louiſa, 


W HAT an aflemblage of ideas 
have you drawn together. in 


my mind, and with what confuſion 
do they appear ! | eds Lt ſeems to me 


like a chaos of atoms, out of which 


I have heard ſome learned gentlemen 


aſſert, an ancient philoſopher ſuppoſed 


the world was collected by mere 
chance and accident into its preſent 


form. Could any preciſe determi- 


nation. 
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nation be made of this jumble of 


conjectures and wandering thoughts) 
' which ſeem to joſtle each other for 


the foremoſt rank, — 
might afford ſome conſolation and 
reſpite to the preſent confufed ſtate 


perhaps it 


: oof my mind.—-But I fear this is a 
taſk which very much exceeds my 
utmoſt ability, and that philoſopher, 
though ſo happy in creating worlds, 
would probably find more difficulty, 
was he living, to compoſe the Jarring 
contentions in my breaft, than he 
did to account for the world's for- 
mation. 


MI. Bellmour has lately had a let- 


ter from Mr. Villars z—its contents 
T am a- ſtranger to, but he ſeems to 
be 


hts» 
for 


and 
Hate 


(-: 98 4 


be more contented and ſatished than 


he has been for ſome months paſt. 
—[ wonder: whether Mr. Villars is 
acquainted with the circumſtances 
which have occaſioned this long con- 
tinued gloom ;—if he is, I begin to 
entertain the greateſt hopes from that 


quarter, as this valuable friend has 


the fulleſt influence over him.—I 
am ſomewhat turpcized he has not 
again been with us z—it is unuſual 
for two ſuch friends to be abſent. fo 


long from each other, eſpecially as he 
is unmarried, and therefore not ne- 


ceſſarily 


The fair writer was ignorant of the 
cauſe of Mr. Villars's abſence, and, on 


that ſuppoſition, her reflections appear 


very 
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K 
; ceſfarily ſo much wanted at home. 
When he comes, I muſt alſo beg 
for the favor of your company, which 
your Jong continued friendſhip will 


not deny me; you will ſoon be 


acquainted with each other, as Villars 
is of an open generous temper, with 
whom there is no need of ceremony as 
2 prelude to intimacy.—Bleſſed with 


two ſuch friends, perhaps ſomething 


may be deviſed to clear away the 


very natural and pertinent. To the 
reader who has been acquainted alseady 
with the cauſe of that abſence, this ob- 
ſervarion might perhaps have been con- 
ſidered as miſplaced, and therefore the 
Editor thought that ſome remark ought 
to be ſubjoined, to obviate any mit: 
conception of the writes's meaning. 


miſt 


<0 95 J 
miſt which at preſent obſcures. our 
ſight, and interrupts our felicity j— 
and by this means the myſtery of all 
this uneaſineſs may be unravelled. 


But my Louiſa, the hiſtory of my 
Charles muſt yet remain a ſeeret.— 
cannot yet reconcile myſelf to diſ- 
cloſe this ſcene of unhappineſs and 
diſquiet z the dying requeſt of my 
ſiſter, and the extreme delicacy of 
the caſe forbids me at preſent from 
embracing that meaſure, till other 
means have failed. 


I am certain your dear mother 
will excuſe you for a ſhort time, as 
I will give you the earlieſt intelli- 

| gence 
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gence of Mr. Villars's arrival, You 
have only to plead it as a matter of 
importance, and no farther reaſon; 
will be deſired, eſpecially as you will 
return after a few days,—-—Prc 
pare yourfelf therefore to come at 2 
moment's notice, as this friend can- 
not, I ſhould ſuppoſe, long defer 
paying Mr. Bellmour a viſit, I am, 


my dear Louiſa, 
Your's as ever, 


MARIA BELLMOUR, 


LETTER 


CW 7” 
LET TRE © 
Miß Cor vil IE to Mrs, BELLMOUR, 


H V, my dear Mrs. Bellmour 
—-why do yeu ſo ſtrongly 
oppoſe communicating the intelligence 
which ſeems to be neceſſary to re- 
ſtore content and ſatisfaction to the 


| mind of your Bellmour ?——why 


ſhould you preſs the neceſlity of 
keeping a ſecret, when the happieſt 
effects may be produced from its 
declaration, and no evil conſe- 

gquences 
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quences can enſue from it, compar. 
able to thoſe you at preſent ſuſtain ? 


Do you ſuppoſe that your ſiſter, 
had ſhe foreſeen the dangerous ten- 
dency of too ſtrict an attatchment 
to this dying requeſt, would eye 
have thought it expedient to make 
ſuch a requeſt ?>Do you alſo con- 
ſider that the violence of her diſtreſs 
was ſuch, as to burſt nature's cords 
aſunder, and put a ſpeedy period to 
her exiſtence ? — and that this requeſt 
was made in that diſtracted ſtate of 
when the lamp of reaſon 


mind, 


was. extinguiſhed, and the laſt phil 
of natures balſom was running out 
apace ?—But I will not renew your 

. by puſhing it farther ;-—the 
circumſtances 


it 
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circumftances of your ſituation, in 


my opinion, fully juſtfy the taking 
ſuch a meaſure. 


TI will not ſay whether, as you 


expect Mr. Villars ſo ſoon, it may 


be neceſſary to embrace this ſtep im- 
.mediately,—-In that caſe, you muſt 
certainly be the beſt judge, if you 
will but ſuffer your reaſon to reſume 


her ſtation.—If, as you ſuppoſe, he 


is acquainted with the ſtate of Mr. 
Bellmour's mind, and the occaſion of 


his ſolitary and diſconſolate beha- 


viour,—2 little time perhaps may be 
better employed in obſerving acci- 
dental occurrences, than in haſtily 
ruſhing upon a meaſure, which once 
3 can never be recalled, —U pon 

this 


( 200 |} 
this ſuppoſition only, remember, 7 
join you in ſentiment,—9Sill I reſerve 
the privilege of friendſhip, and ſhall 
not fail to preſs the neceſſity of dif. 
cloſing the ſecret, which, I believe, 


will be found to occaſion this gloom. 


My honored mother, to whom 
your requeſt has been generally com- 


municated, gives me leave to hold 


myſelf in readineſs for your ſummons. 

—To aſſure you of my beſt efforts 
for accompliſhing ſo defirable an e- 
vent, as that of reſtoring happineſs 
to you and Mr. Bellmour, is wholly 
unneceſſary z—you will anticipate my 
thoughts, and therefore it is needleſs 
to trouble you with them in writing. 

I have the greateſt hopes of ſuc- 
cCeſs 


- 


6. WT.» 
ceſs from this expected viſit of Mr, 
Villars ;——==I wiſh it may be ſoon 
for your ſake, which will alfo afford 
me an early opportunity of teſtifying 
once more perſonally how much I 
am, 


my dear Maria's 
moſt affectionate friend, 


LOUISA COLVILLE. 
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GEORGE VILLARsS, E%; t CoLovi 


BELLMOUR, 


My dear, Alon, 


W AS I to tell you wich what 


pleaſure I peruſed your lit 
letter, you would ſcarcely believe i 


poſſible z=—-even the attempt to de. 
ſcribe my ſenſations would appear t 
you as exaggerated.—I will therefor 
content myſelf with fimply. affuring 
you that, notwithſtanding ſome ad: 
ditional difficulties which have lately 

been 


XI. 


L ONEL 


what 
r laſt 
eve it 
o c. 
car (0 
reior 
ſuring 
> ad- 
lately 
been 


been thrown in the way of my own 


affairs, my ſpirits were exalted to 
ſuch a pitch of delight as 1 had 
never before experienced. 


Now do I more than ever regret 
that my affairs confine me to this 


ſpot, where I am deprived of the 


happineſs of your converſation.— I 
now ſee more ftrongly than before 


that my prefence would diſſipate. e- 
very remaining doubt, and diſpel every 


ſtraggling cloud of melancholy.-.— 


How unfortunate !—-that this diſa- 


greeable buſineſs ſhould happen juſt 
'at a time when my friends have the 


utmoſt need of my aſſiſtance, —that, 
having the means and the power of 


doing good, and reſtoring happineſs to a 


1 worthy 


%% 7. 
worthy family, the opportunity ſhould 
be ſo perverſely denied me.—-Surely 


fortune has ſhewed herſelf unuſually 
ſevere, to chuſe ſuch a time as this 


to oppoſe me, as if ſhe could not 
have been ſatisfied with interrupting 
me in my own pleaſures or depriving 


me of my own amuſements, but ſhe 


muſt eyen preſent an untoward aſpect 
when the peace and felicity of my 
friends are concerned.—-I am not re- 
ſolved whether I ought to forgive 
the wanton baggage, | 


As you once more begin to ſee + 


your error, let me conjure you to 
_ perſevere in the good reſolution you 


have already half formed, and to per- 


fect that good work which you have 
Ow SS ſo 


( 


ſo happily entered upon. — This is 
the talk which is ſet before you,. — 
and which you muſt ſteadily pui ſue 
as the road to contentment this 


only can reſtore you to that ſtate of 
mind, from which you have unfor- 
tunately ſlided, and to which you muſt 
return as ſpeedily as poſſible. Let no 
cauſe for diiquiet re& in your breaſt ; 
—you are in poſſeſſion of happineſs 
as complete as any mortal can enjoy, 
—it is ſurely then your own fault 
A man 


if you do not enjoy it. 


Who will not be happy, when the 


world has opened to him all its 
ſtores, deferves to be miſerable. — 
What is there in life that you can 
even wiſh for ?—have you not a wife, 


the moſt amiable in her manners, 


and the moſt ſenſible in her conver- 
E 3 R 
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ſation, —beautiful, lovely, and endear- 
ng, and all that nature could form to 
make you happy ?—Have you not a 
fortune, fully. adequate to all your 
Wants and neceſſities, —a fortune which 
not only furniſhes every convenience, 
but enables you to protect and 
ſupport the orphan and the fatherleſs, 
to ſuccour the widow, and to re- 
lieve the diſtreſſes and hardſhips of 
the poor ?—are you not bleſſed with 
health, and every thing that can 
contribute to the enjoyment of lite, 


'—-Uunleſs by your own fault you 


are. determined to throw it away as 


of no value, and wantonly and un- 


gratefully to caſt back the fayors 
of providence as not worth your ac- 
ceptance? | 


fel 


e 


I wiſh only to preſent you with a 
mirror, whercin to ſee that happineſs 
and pleaſure which are within your 
reach,—Extend your hand then to ac- 
cept of thoſe gifts which have been 


thus liberally heaped upon you:- 
Make yourſelf ſenſible of the value 
and importance of thoſe bountiful 
kindneſſes which youghave received.— 
You muſt and I truſt you will open 
your eyes to perceive the means: of 
felicity- which you enjoy. I am, 


as ever, 
my dear friend, Your's, 


G.  VILLARS. 
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CoLoner, BELLMOUR 7 Grocer 
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| My dear friend, | 
T Perceive by the nature and ten- 


dency of your preſſing argumentz, 
that you are determined to reſtore me 
to that rank in the ſcale of creation, 
which I was deſtined to hold. Vour 
reaſons are irrefiſtible -I muſt, and 
I will act like myſelf, —-I will con- 
vince Mrs, Bellmour of the happy 
change, by gradual advances to that 

ſtate 


IT, 


NOR 


1 


ſtate ſfrom which I have ſo long 
wandered yes, —ſhe alſo ſhall par- 
take of the pleaſures of ſuch a tranſ- 
formation, I have wrong'd,—L have 


injur'd her j-—-—-and the has been 


affected by my untoward conduct to 
ſuch a degree as viſibly to have im- 
paired her health,—-and yet 1 could 
not ſee it till you had the fortitude 
to pluck the veil from my cy2s,—— 
The ſtory of this Charles—-chis or- 
phan——ſtill indeed hangs upon my 
but I will endeavour to 


ſpirits ; 
ſhake off that conſideration, —— Why 


ſhould I diftreſs myſelf with ſuck a 


thought ?—he has been maintained by 
the family from his infangy,-—-he is 
naturally attached to them from gra- 
titude,—and if, as they repreſent, ne 
is the couſin of my Maria, muſt be 

E 5 ſo 


Ceo 2) 
fo from affinity.— Well, —IL will endea 
vour to convince myſelf of the truth 
of this, —and indeed I fee no reaſon 
why I ſhould doubt it ;—but I knoy 
not what demon has been hitherto 
perplexing me with unfavorable ſur- 
miſes, which from henceforth I am 
reſolved to diſcard. From this time 


he ſhall be treated with more ten- 
| derneſs and affeftion,—and, as he is of 


an age to; chuſe ſome profeſſion, it 


he approves of any particular line of 
ife, I will exert my -utmoſt endea- 
' your to promote him. Perhaps he 
may begin to feel his dependance, 
and may confider his ſituation in a 
different point of view to what he 
thought it before my coming to 
Moreton Abbey, and this may account 
for that penſive turn I have for ſome 


time 


the utmoſt tendernels, 
affairs permitted you to come to 


(inn 

time obſerved in him.—- Perhaps he 
may have remarked my late conduct, 
the thoughts of which may have af- 
feted his ſpirits, —eſpecially as his 
ſenſibility may naturally induce him 
to conſider himſelf as the | cauſe, 
But I muſt endeavour to undeceive 
him in both theſe particulars,—yet 
ſo as to manage it with the utmoſt 
delicacy his feelings are exquiſitely 
fine, and require to be treated with 


Moreton Abbey, that difficulty would 
have been conſiderably leſſened ; till 


ſuch happy opportunity affers, we 


muſt wait for occurring circumſtances 
to promote and ſet forward fo deſi- 


rable an end. p 


1 


Had your 
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Tou ſee with what frankneſs ] 
have diſcloſed to you the whole cauſe 
of my unhappineſs ;—and, having now 
furniſhed you with a land mark, 
you may in future aſſiſt me with 
greater probability of ſucceſs in thoſe 
meaſures, which tend to my own 
felicity and the future peace and tron. 
quility of my Maria. 


In this taſk, ( ſo perfectly agree- 


able to your wiſhes, ) I know you 
never can be weary, — Thoſe ex- 
ertions you have already made to 
reſtore me to myſelf, convince me 
of your unremitted attention to e- 
very thing which may contribute to 
my re poſe. | 


Uncertain 


ta 
tic 
Ji 
th 
tc 


OW 


ith 
oſe 


n 
Uncertain as I am what ſteps to 
take at preſent for putting in prac. 
tice thoſe happy reſolutions, I be- 
lieve you will excufe my concluding 
this letter, having the ſatisfaction 
to be, | 


my dear friend, 


Your ever obliged ſervant, 


BELLMOUR, 


LETTER 
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im. 


Mrs, BELLMOUR to Miſs ColviLL E. 


— 


My dear Louiſa, 

THAT the event of Mr. Bell- 
mour's correſpondence with 
Mr. Villars may be, or what may 
be the ſubje of it, I am unable 
to form any certain judgment of the 


one or the other.— Of late however, 
it has been much more frequent, 
which leads me to conjecture that 
ſomething is in agitation of a na- 
ture more than commonly intereſting. 
. In- 


Cenis 
Involved in doubt and uncertainty, 
I almoſt fear, yet anxiouſly with to 
know whether Mr, Bellmour's me- 


lancholy and penſive ſtate of mind 
may not have been the ſubject, —as 


I have often obſerved that he has 
been more chearful than ufual of late 


after receiving a letter from his friend, 


No tidings have yet been an- 


nounced to give reaſon for Mr. Vil- 


lars's wiſhed for viſit, Perhaps his 
frequent letters may relate to the 
cauſe of his delaying that favor.— 
I have hopes that, from Mr. Bell- 
mour's returning good humour and 


occaſional pleaſantry, the. ſubject is 


propitious. Time only can deter- 


mine whether. I am right; — but this 


lender 


3 


flender dawning is at leaſt a favor. 
able omen, —— and, if it comes to 
nothing, may prove a temporary re- 
lief to the ſpirits, 


But, my Louiſa, this flight relief 
does not appeaſe nor calm my trou- 
' bled feelings ;—there is till a ſome- 
thing which preſſes heavy upon my 
mind,-—The conſideration that it is 
no. mote than conjecture, hangs as a 
dead weight upon the ſpirits, and 
prevents me from embracing that ſa- 
tisfaction which the certainty of its 
being well-founded would produce, 
m———It affords as it were a paſſing 
gleam of joy, and all is gone, 


Your tender and pathetic remon- 
{trance 


Or- 


E 


ſtrance almoſt overpowered me. Had 


you continued the ſame ſtrain a few 


lines more, it would have been too 
much for my feeble nature to ſuſ- 
tain.— But, feeling for my diſtracted 
ſtate of mind, you deſiſted in time 
to admit the recovery of my ſpirits. 


l believe they were leſs able to 


bear the ſhock than you imagined, — 
or you would not have put them ſo 
forcibly to the trial as you did.—I 
feel myſelf very indifferent, and there- 


fore have no doubt that my Louiſa 


will excuſe this abrupt concluſign of 
her affectionate friend, 


* MARIA BELLMOUR. 


LETTER 


f 18 3 


EXT TER XIV. 
2 COLVILLE t Ars, BELLMOUR, 


My dear Mrs. Bellmour, 


\ N 7 HY do you diſtreſs yourſelf 
| with imaginary evils, when 


the proſpects which of late have been 
Exhibited tef,re you are of ſo fa- 
vorable and flattering a nature ?—Tt 
is,—-jt muſt be ſo.—-Mr. Villars's 


correſpondence muſt relate to 'this 


ſubject;— whence that chearſulneſs, 
-—whence that good humour in your 


Bellmour, on receiving a letter from 
| . his 


3 
his friend, but from this cauſe 7— 
It cannot be attributed to any other 


motive ;—and if ſomething very ex- 


traordinary did not prevent him from 
coming to Moreton Abbey, —— de- 
pend upon it, he would ſoon con- 
vince you that he has heartily eſ- 
pouſed the cauſe of your happineſs. 


I am truly concerned for your bad 
ſtate of health ;—I perceived it in 


your writing before I read your ac- 


knowledgment of it.— The effect of 
your diſturbed ftate of mind upon 


your ſpirits has at laſt extended to 
the affecting your health,—You muſt . 


not indulge theſe gloomy ideas. 
You muſt only dwell upon thoſe 


reflections which are of a favorable 
and 
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and pleaſing nature, —-and repreſent 
your proſpect of future happineſs in 
the moſt amiable light.— Melancholy 
thoughts and penſive meditations muſt 
de wholly baniſhed, as you value 
your comfort and ſatisfaction in life; 
—you muſt drive away every gloomy 
reflection, if you would wiſh to en- 
joy thoſe ſcenes of felicity which ate 
at preſent held out to you. —-You 
owe it to your friends,—to yourſelf, 
—and, I add, to your Bellmour,-- 
who, if I do not very much mil- 
conceive the tendency of what you 
relate, will foon again prove him 
worthy of you,—Rouſe then from that 
lethargy and ſtupidity into which 
you are linking, 


and exert your 
faculties by accuſtoming them to their 


proper and original uſes.—-Perhaps 
his 


( m1 ) 


his returning chearfulneſs may pro- 
ceed from a victory obtained over 


| himſelf ;-—perhaps he may have dil- 


pelled thoſe gloomy thoughts which 


have ſo long affected him ;—perhaps 
he owes this to the good offices of 


his friend, May not your Louiſa 
then claim the ſame privilege to ex- 
cite your feclings,—and call forth 
your reaſon to a ſenſe of your ſitu- 


ation ?—-that the one may come in 
aid of the other, and both united 


produce a laſting ſource of happineſs 


in the mind.—What hinders that I 
may not aſſume the friendly office ? 
——the attempt at leaſt is ſuch as 
will juſtify me—nor do I ſee what 
can hinder the ſucceſs of ſuch attempt 
if my Maria will but ſeriouſly attend 
to the admonitions of her friend, 

I 
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I have the moſt pleaſing hopes that 

Mr. Bellmour will have ſo far alter- 
ed his conduct before this reaches 
you, that the moſt happy effects on 
your health may be viſible,——The 
return of your health will neceſſarily 
be enſured by the return of your 
ſpirits, and this, I am inclined to 
believe, you will ſenſibly perceive in a 
ſhort time,—At preſent I muſt con- 
clude with ſincerely wiſhing the re. 
covery of your health and ſpirits to- 


_ gether, 


my dear Maria, 
Your's as ever, 


LOUISA COLVILLE. 


LETTER 


K 1293 
LETTERS 
Mrs. BELLMOUR [to Miſs COLVILLE. 


Cannot ſay, my dear Louiſa, that 
I your letter had that bappy effect 


on my ſpirits, which I am certain 


you intended it to have. Every 


thing that you hope for in reſpec 
to Mr. Bellmour is more than fully 


but his expreſſive in- 


anſwered ; 
ſtances of returning condeſcenſion do 


not make that alteration in me which 
perhaps he expects, and I myſelf wiſh 
to 
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to demonſtrate.— That languor which 
has fixed itſelf on my ſpirits ſeems 


unwilling to reſign its ſtation.ä—I am, 


if poſſible, more gloomy and penſive 
than before ;—but perhaps the revival 
of his affections makes the difference 
appear greater than it really is.— 
The indulgence of this hope will 
afford me ſome conſolation, and pro- 
bably tend to reſtore my mind to a 
better ſtate, 


The filence of Mr. Bellmour about 
Charles indeed perplexes me.—I am 
in doubt whether he has not been 
the innocent occaſion of all this un- 
eaſineſs.— ] muſe and ponder over 
every trivial act, as if it originated 
from ſome weighty and important 


motive; 


motiv 
perſor 
able 


trial. 
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motive; — perhaps I am wrong, — few 
perſons, and probably none would be 


able to ſtand the teſt of ſo ſevere a 
trial. | 


But my anxiety to diſcover the 
reaſon of his late melancholy inſenſi- 
bly draws me into ſuch kind of me- 
ditations,«——-Be it ſo,--the intention 


at leaſt is venial, if not laudable.— 


By giving away to this propenſity, 


the cauſe of that myſterious conduct 


I have ſo lately and ſo much la- 
mented may be diſcovered, —I will 
therefore indulge the thought, in 


hopes of converting it to a good 
purpoſe, 


It is very unfortunate that when 
Vox. II F | we 
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W 
we have moſt occaſion for the 
ſocety of our friends, they ſhould 
be ſo much engaged in their own 
domeſtic and perſonal concerns, as to 
require their whole attention. But 
perhaps, for wiſe reaſons, to us un- 
known, the will of the ſupreme has 
ſo ordered it; and the chain of 
divine providence may require that 
our own domeſtic inquietude ſhould 
not materially interrupt their tran- 


quility. 


The reflection is ſuch as my ſitu- 
ation naturally ſuggeſts,. I cannot 
otherwiſe account for this unexped- 


ed prevention of Mr. Viilars's coming 


here when his preſence would, in out 
apprehenſion, be of ſuch eflential 


ſervice ' 


ſervice 
Louiſ; 
friend 
to yo 
add t 
ſure 
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nm * 
ice to us. Vou perceive, my 
ſervice . 


1 r 
this idea, you 
"= Louiſa, -that under 7 Gags e 
* f aſſiſtance mu ot 
a8 to "Iv letters, —It is — e 
But 2 I ſhall, ſoon __ 2 p 
Om n 
un. fire of another letter fr 
has 
of = 
that Adieu, 
uld | 
. my dear friend, 


Your's ever affectionately, 


MARIA BELLMOR. 
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EE T TEN xv. 


GEORGE VILLAR s, £/q; to CoLone. 


BELLMOUR, 


H E variegated complex ion of 
your letter, my dear Bellmour 
inſpired me with paſſions of the 
moſt oppoſite nature,—=Surely ſaid 1 
to myſelf, can it be poſſible, for two 
ſuch contraſted ideas to be purſued 
at once by the ſame perſon ?——l 
was ſtaggered and confounded at the 
queſtion ;—TI knew not what to an- 
ſwer, or how to reconcile the jarring 
and 


VI, 


(EL 
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and contending reflections thence a- 
riſing. | 


Oh | Bellmour,—what an ungene- 
rous,—-what a ftinging remark !=— 
'Tis well that your Villars only 
is privy to it 5—--—I would not 
for all J am worth that Mrs. Bell- 


mour ſhould ever come to the know» 


ledge of it ;—her life would. be the 
ſacrifice. that would be offered on 


this altar of unhappineſs.—Is this to 


act like Bellmour ?——Is this the 
formerly generous Bellmour,-— who 


can declare that he has wrong' d,. 


that he has injured. the faireſt of al] 
nature's creation, — and, with the 


ſame dip of his pen, cloſe the ſen- 


tence with ſo pungent a remark ? 
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«© The ftory of this Charles thi 
% orphan——hangs indeed upon my 
« f pirits.”-—=What you immediatel) 
advance is nothing more than delu- 
ſton,—*< I will endeayour to ſhake 
« off that confideration; — but why 
then indulge in the piercing reflec- 
tion ? why ſuffer yourſelf to be 
carried away with the torrent of a 
diſturbed fancy, and open the fluices 
of diſtraction and frenzy ?—-Is this 
to act like Bellmour ?!=—Graciouz 
heav'n !——where do you ſuffer your 
imaginations to roam in queſt of 
matter to make you unhappy 7— 1s 
this the way by which Mrs, Bell. 
mour is to be convinced of your 
happy change ?—Is this the way in 
which ſhe is to partake of the pleaſures 
o 228 transformation Vou deceive 

| yourſelf 


7 


jourſe 
acting 
patche 
of pl 
matte 


cont! 


out 2 


(- a6 

yourſelf, my friend, you are now 
acting the part of a quack,-—who 
patches up an old fore for the ſake 
of preſent reput:tion, but leaves that 
matter behind, which, if ſuffered to 
continue, will ſoon rankle and break 
out again with greater acrimony. 


You ſpeak of furniſhing me with 
a land-mark, —True—you have indeed 
preſented me with one that harrows 
up the inmoſt veins of my ſoul.— 
Under the ſpecious pretence of doing 
juſtice to Mrs. Bellmour, and in the 
very moment of acknowledging your 
error, you give a wound which pierces 
deeper than all you have yet inflicted 
But l truſt that the conſequences are 
not perceived by you ;—that for the 

F4 | fake 


3 — "AT: — 
2 — — 6 — Ras =”; ; 
* a _ . 8 - = — * 1 — - N 
— . —ꝛ —— 3 ES 8 - 5 2 + = — — — I, =D 
— — —— — — Con — 5 3 RA. FS>axY 22 3 — — — = 
5 — 5 — — *. Þ - << >. 3 
N * 22 — £8 — n x — > = — 3 — 2 — — = 
. = 1 a” I — 5 — — = - 2 5 — - be = a * 
* _ - 3 7 I” — — 4 2 
- - 2 


: 
"ts 
17 
5 
if 
1 
. 
1 
it 
1 
1 
Ll 
[ 


- — — 
— 3 ee 
r 


6130) 


„ The ftory of this Charles thi 
% orphan——hangs indeed upon ny 
66 ſpirits. What you immediately 
advance is nothing more than delu- 
ſton.— I will endeavour to ſhake 
« off that confideration; — but why 
then indulge in the piercing reflec- 
tion ? why ſuffer yourſelf to be 
carried away with the torrent of a 
diſturbed fancy, and open the ſlu ices 
of diſtraction and frenzy ?—-Is this 
to act like Bellmour ? Gracious 
heav'n !——where do you ſuffer your 
imaginations to roam in queſt of 
matter to make you unhappy ?—-[s 
this the way by which Mrs, Bell- 
mour is to be convinced of your 
happy change ?—Is this the way in 
which ſhe is to partake of the pleaſures 
of your transformation Vou deceive 
1 yourſelf 
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2 yourſelf, my friend, you are now 
atel acting the part of a quack,-—who 
ety. patches up an ore ſore for the ſake 
* of preſent reput: tion, but leaves that 
matter behind, which, if ſuffered to 
vey continue, will foon rankle and break 
- out again with greater acrimony. 
e | 
" a | 
= You ſpeak of furniſhing me with 
ws a land- mark. —True—you have indeed 
2 preſeuted me with one that harrows 
hi up the inmoſt veins of my ſoul. —- 
: Under the ſpecious pretence of doing 
I juſtice to Mrs. Bellmour, and in the 


very moment of acknowledging your 
error, you give a wound which pierces 
deeper than all you have yet inflicted 
| But I truſt that the conſequences are 
not perceived by you z—that for the 
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ſake of humanity, you - have ng 
adverted to the nature and tendency 
of theſe reflections. I muſt and! 
will hope this,—1 will flatter myſelf 
thit the benevolent hand of charity 
may yet diſpel the miſt which oh. 
ſcures your eyes, —and that the free 


though violent hand of friendſhip, may 
pluck off the veil which intercept: 
yaur light, | 


I will reſerve for another letter 
the refletions which have occurred to 
me reſpecting young Stanley,-—-He 
always appeared to be a moſt agrce- 
able, accompliſhed youth ;—but your 
harſh, grating inſinuations almoſt en- 
dear him to me.— With every claim 
upon your honor, your affinity, and 

- your 


V 


your compaſſion, —he is hurt with 
the ſenſe of his dependance upon a 
Perſon, who does not ſeem conſci-- 


ous of his merits ;—it is ungenerous, 
—it is cruel to play with his ten- 
der feelings, and torture him ſo cauſe» 
leſsly with ſuch a reſerved and diſ- 
tant behaviour, Fie, Bellmour,- 
rouſe yourſelf to a ſenſe of your duty 
and caſt off thoſe unpleaſing and dif 
Adieu, 


tracting thoughts, 
Your's moſt ſincerely, 


G. VILLARS. 
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CoLoNEL BMLTMOUR 7 Grorer 


VLLARsS, E57; 


thoſe pungent, thoſe ſtriking obſer- 
vations 7—1 know that my behavi- 
our to young Stanley has been faulty, 
but why, when I have already aſ- 


ſured you that I have commenced a 


reformation,———why will you till 
manifeſt a jaundiced eye to ſee every 
thing in ſo unfavorable a point of 

be view 


HY, Gearge, will you rend 
my heart, by perſevering in 


view 
have 
lette! 
cour 


n 

view 7 Surely Villars muſt either 
have miſtaken the purport of my 
letter, or I muſt indeed have unac- 
countably deceived myſelf. 


Had I not known the ineſtimable 
value of your friendſhip, the harſh- 
neſs of your expreſſions would certainly 
have defeated the very purpoſe in- 
tended.— By creating diſguſt, inſtead 
of procuring attention, the reſpe& 
to which the motive might have 
entitled them would have been con- 
verted, by improper management, in- 
to hatred and diſlike ——A- ſkilful 
phyſician conſiders the temper and 
diſpoſition of his patient, as well as 
his malady,—and endeavours to diſ- 
cover the predominant paſſion of his 
F 6 nature 
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nature, as well as- the cauſe of his 


diſeaſe; — not that his diſorder re- 
quires all this. — but becauſe ſuch 


attention enables the phyſician to 


reconcile his patient to the neceſlary 
courſe of medicine, by conveying it in 
a, pleafing and agreeable vehicle. 


Think not, my friend, that I wiſk 


you by this to diſcontinue your good 
offices ;————on the contrary, I am 
thoroughly ſenſible of the value and 


| Importance of your kind, though ſome- 
I know 


times ſevere admonitions.— 
they are meant in ſincerity, and there- 
fore it would be unpardonable in me 


to reject them, —You will, neverthe- 
leſs, allow me to exerciſe my own 


Tudgment a little for that office, I 
| think 


re- 


(0 


think, I am partly qualified, as being 
fully conſcious of my on thoughts 
and deſigns,—I feel myſelf at preſent. 
in that temper of mind which con- 
vinces me that my intentions are 
the moſt favorable to happineſs, and 
conducive to the reſtoration of that 
tranquility and contentment ſo ardente 
ly to be wiſhed for. 


The endeavours I have made to 
reſtore Mrs. Bellmour to a ſtate of 
mind, which may tend to the reco- 
very of her health and ſpirits, have 


not yet been productive of the de- 
But the delicacy with 


fired end. 
which I am obliged to manage this 
buſineſs of my returning condeſcen- 
lion, may perhaps prevent the diſ- 
covery 


( 138 ) 
covery of any immediate effect. My 
only hope is in perſeverance, and in 
manifeſting an intention of a gradual 
increaſe of my aſliduities, I have 
occaſioned this languor and gloom 
which preys upon her ſpirits W—it is 
therefore my buſineſs to attempt the 
_ reſtoring her to health and happineſs, 
as the only refource left me to atone 
for my crime, Adieu, 


my dear friend, 
Your's as ever, 


BELLMOUR. 


LETTER 
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LETTER XVII. 


GzoRGE ViILLARS, £/q; to COLONEL. 


BRITMO U. 


My dear Bell mour, 
HEN I tell you that your 
| laſt letter gave me more ſo- 
lid ſatisfaction than any I have re- 
ceived from you a conſiderable time, 
the aſſertion will gain credit with 
you without heſitation.— There is an 
appearance of reaſoning in it which 
convinces me that your intentions 
of correing your conduct have ſome. 

| foundation. 
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foundation.-—-Where you differ from 
me in opinion, it is done in a pleaſ- 
ing, rational, and an agreeable man- 
ner,-—-and you therein afford every 
flattering cauſe for hope, that your 
returning judgment will ſoon be 
mature enough, f'to exerciſe its fa- 


cultics without any foreign aid or 
aſſiſtance, . 


But, my dear Bellmour, do not 
miſtake me, as if I conſidered the 
powers of your judgment ſufficiently 
reſtored at preſent to | exerciſe their 


natural and original offices, —I cannot 


as a friend permit you to be expoſed 


to thoſe dangers. to which ſuch an 


opinion would in your preſent ſtate 
betray you——Though, you . are no 


ſtranger 


C na } 

ſtranger to the various forms and 
appearances which fiction and falſe 
hood aſſume, —you are not yet ſuf- 
ficiently diveſted of thoſe prejudices 
under which you have ſo long la- 
boured, clearly to diſcern them. 
Your conduct at preſent muſt be that 
of caution ; —and to diſtruſt your 
eyes, with a little allowance, may be 
conſidered in. your ſituation as a.good. 
leſſon.—-At leaſt it would be advi- 
ſable to ſuſpend your belief of every 
thing which has not the meſt evident 
marks of conviction. 


ln recommending this ſuſpicious. 
and wary mode of proceeding, I wiſh 
not to eſtabliſh it as a maxim for the 
world in general. — lt may ſuit in 
| particula* 
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particular ages or countries, or a- 
nongſt particular people on certain 
occaſions, but will often fail. of 


-every good conſequence in common 


practice ;——on the contrary, it will 
ſometimes be productive of much in- 
jury, by exciting doubts and creating 
unfavorable notions, where they could 
never have been otherwiſe entertained. 


But you will excuſe me in repeat- 


ing that I think it neceſſary in your 
preſent caſe, as the beſt means of 


attaining to your former ſtate of 
mind ;—it may be of eſſential ſervice 


to check and ſubdue every accidental 
and diſagreeable ſuggeſtion, or eraſe 


every unfavorable and doubtful im- 


pretfion. 


To adviſe your (conſulting Mrs. 
Bellmour's 


2 — 
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Bellmour's health, is unneceſſary ;— 
you begin to ſee the importance of 
that leſſon yourſelf, —-Study to make 
Charles's ſituation as agreeable as 
poſſible, Encourage him to a friend- 
ly and ſociable intimacy, by con- 
vincing him that you repoſe in him 
the higheſt confidence; —there are a 
thouſand little ways of doing this, 
which there can be no need for me 
to point out, —Endeavour to ſatisfy 
him that you wiſh to gratify him, in 
ſuch innocent and rational amuſe- 
ments as may be moſt pleaſing. to 
him. 


o, 


— Perhaps theſe little aſſiduities 
ſhewn to him may have great effect 
upon your Maria z—her ſpirits may 

revive 

5 
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revive, and her gratitude be exeited 
to attempt a return of ſuch generous 
behaviour,—-—You muſt uſe every 
means to root out the cauſe of her 
Increaſing /penſiveneſs ;-—-the conſe- 
quences are by eveiy poſlible exertion 
to be guarded againſt and prevented, 
AI with it was in my power to come 


to Moreton Abbey,—no pains ſhould 
be ſpared to reſtore. you both to health 


and happineſs. 


Why does ſhe not preſs ſome of 


her female friends to make a viſit? 


they would not deny themſelves 
ſuch a pleaſure, eſpecially with fo 
conſiderable an object in view as the 
recovery of her health. Where is Miſs 
Colville.—of whom I have heard 

97 her 
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her ſpeak in ſuch flattering terms? 


—now, if ever, ſurely, is the time 
to manifeſt her friendſhip.———Tell 
Mrs. Bellmour that Villars ſays fo, 
—] am, | 


my dear friend, 
as ever, 
Your's 


G. VILLARS. 


LETTER 
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LETTER XIX 


Miſs CoLvitte to Mrs, BEIIMOux. 


ERHAP'S my dear Mrs. 

Bellmour will excuſe the free- 
dom of my telling her, that her 
Louiſa's ſentiments by no means ac- 
cord with thoſe of her laſt letter, 
Mr. Bellmour's returning condeſ- 
cenſion and aſſiduities are acknow- 
ledged, and yet ſhe ſuffers herſelf 
to become the prey of melancholy 
and diſtreſs. What reaſon can be 


aſſigned 


af 
ed 
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aſſigned why, the cauſe being remov= 
ed, the effect ſhould not ceaſe? 


You muſt, my dear Maria, -you 
muſt rouſe yourſelf from that pen- 
ſive and languid ſtate to which you 
have been for ſome time devoted, 
To continue long. in it will be in- 
excuſable.-—- Though Mr. Bellmour 

at firſt occaſioned it, for what 
cauſe is ſtill uncertain, —his preſent 


endeavours to conſole you, and his 
various attemps to manifeſt his re- 
viving affection, ought to prevail 
with you to return thoſe little civi- 
lities he pays you.— The conviction 
of his error is plain ;—elſe why ſuch 
anxious care, ſuch earneſt thoughts 
to pleaſe the object of his choice, 


" 
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—nay more, to reconcile you to 
himſelf, what does he not attempt? 
—in ſhort, you cannot in juſtice 
and equity refuſe contributing all in 
your power to his ſatisfaction and 


happineſs. 


To wait for the cauſe of Mr. 

Bellwour's change of temper before 
you think of conforming yourſelf 
to his inclinations,. — is a vain chi- 
mera.—You will know in good time 


if it any way concerns you,—-if when 


returning health ſhall you prepare 


to hear the penſive tale, ——-—if 
then to hear may give content and 
gentle peace reſtore, doubt not that 
| Bellmour will communicate Whate'er 
you wiſh to know; —but if, inſtead 

of 


of t 
than 
ptehe 
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of this, it more concerns himſelf 
than any other, wiſh not to com- 
gehend the pangs of grief, or un- 
derftand the pain of injured truth, 
Af he propoſes any ſimple amuſe- 
ments, oppoſe not his inclination, 
however reluctantly you may comply 
with them ;—think that it is neceſ- 
ſary for the ſake of your own peace, 
and for the ſatisfaction of your Bell- 
mour.— If he ſeems to favor any 
ſimple recreations, though you can 
promiſe to yourſelf no pleaſure from 
joining in them, do it for the ſake 
of making him happy.—Let this be 
the conſtant and invariable rule of 
your actions; — the recovery of your 
health and ſpirits may depend moge 
upon ſuch ſimple compliances than 
the moſt weighty and important mat- 

VX. II G ters, 
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ters. Mr. Bellmour will perceive 
that it diverts at leaſt and divides 
your attention z—and this will give 
him hopes that, by perſiſting in ſuch 
courſe, you may thereby be reſtored 
to ſuch a ſtate as will enſure the 
perfect re- eſtabliſſiment of your health, 


Charles Stanley ſeems to dwell 
upon your mind.— A little time will 
diſcover Mr. Bellmour's thoughts up- 
on that ſubject. At preſent, your 
only object is to endeavour to com- 


poſe | yourſelf, and to hope the beſt. 
I think ſome favorable eircum- 
ſtances will ſoon occur to your no— 


tice, to reconcile every doubt reſpect- 
ing that matter.— As the caſe indeed 


appears now, the diſcovery of his 
| hiſtory 


Iceiye 
vides 
give 
| ſuch 
ſtored 
the 
alth, 


. 
hiſtory does not ſeem ſo immediately . 
neceſſary let that reſt therefore to 
another occaſion.—Conſider your o.,. m 
health, and the means of reviving. 
your own diſipated ſpirits, —and, in 
order to this, make yourſelf eaſy : 
with reſpect to Charles.— Tell him 
that Louiſa ſays he ought to be ſa- 


tisfied at preſent;—her reaſons he 
may know hereafter, if he does but 


conform to her directions. — Tell him 


I wiſh to fee. him happy, ——what 
would he have more !?—but tell him 
that I ſay it is neceſſary to have 
ſome patience, and not give too 
much looſe to his feelings. I know 
his extreme ſenſibility of temper, 
and therefore know that the *cir- 
cumſtances of his fituation furniſh 
him with abundant matter for the 

G 2 exerciſe 
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exerciſe of it.—Let what I have ad. 
vanced ſatisfy my friend ;j=—if this 
does not avail, is there any thing 
more in the power of your Louiſa 
to perform, which can eff. ct ſo de- 
firable an end ?- But this muſt ſuffice 
at preſent to aſſure you how niuch 


I am, 
my dear Maria, 
Your's moſt affectionately 


LOUISA COLVILLE. 
_ | 


LETTER 
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LEE FT EE 
Mrs. BuLLuous to Miſe Coavitis 


My dear friend, 

HAT I ought to think 

myſelf extremely fortunate in 
your inſtructive correſpondence, muſt 
be acknowledged. Your happy ta- 
lent of giving the moſt pleaſing turn 
to whatever you touch upon, has al- 
ready had a conſiderable effect up- 
on my ſpirits.— and I know not 
whether I do not feel myſelf re- 
vived this inſtant in conſequence+ of 
wy Sx 


( 154 a) 


your Jaſt letter. Mr. Bel lmour per- 
ceived a ray of chearfulneſs after I 
had peruſed it, and 1 thought it gave 
him 2 ſenffble pleaſure, | | 


Whatever is neceſſary to diſſipate 
and diſpel the gloom and languor of 
the penſive and melancholy, ſeems to 
be wholly at your command. 
Whence did you procure all this 


knowledge What aſſiſtanee has en- 


abled you to graſp and comprehend 
ſo effectually and extenſively the 
prevailing art ?!—You have touched 
the ſtring which accords to my feel- 
ings with ſo much dexterity, that I 


am forced to acknowledge your ex- 


traordinary ſkill; allow me then 
moſt ſincerely to thank you for your 


4 unuſual] 


unu 


Senn 


unuſual addreſs in the application, 


Per. 


I mean not to flatter you, my 
Louiſa, in this obſervation ;—it ſhall 
therefore be ſufficient to obſerve, that, 
whether from your remarks reſpecting 
Charles, or your reflections upon the 
plan of conduct recommended to me, 
I know not, —but that I felt a very 
ſenſible change in my whole frame. 


To ſay then that I perceive my- 
felf better, is enough ;—the ſimple 
_ aſſertion will give you a ſatisfaction 
far exceeding all the embellithments 
of art,—Perhaps the change may be 
only temporary in its nature, and 
partial in its effect;-—-but ſtill by 
taking advantage of the favorable 
2-4 _ criſis. 


. 
eriſis, ſome good may probably en. I 
ſue to prepare the way for the at. = 
tainment of health. —-At preſent ! 
ſeel myſelf in ſuch a diſpoſition of 
mind, as encourages me with the 
hope of reaping all the benefits it. 
is capable of producing. 


Mr. Bellmour ſtill continues the 
fame anxious ailiduity to adminiſter 
to the recover y of my health as when 
I wrote laſt.— Now and then a 
ſerious, penſive thought ſeems to en- 
groſs his attention, — but it is com- 
monly tranſient and of a ſhort con- 
tinuance.— His general conduct ſeems 
to be guided by an earneſt deſite 
for my reſtoration, and every ocoa- 
ſional inſtance of returning ſpirits gives 

him 


Ta 5 
inexpreſſible ſatisfaction and happineſs. 
With the moſt ardent er hits I 


am, as ever, | 
my dear Louiſa's 
moſt obliged friend, 


MARIA BELLMOUR, 


FFI by 
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Miſs Cox viLLE to Mrs. BELLMOUR, 


My dear Mrs. Bellmour, 
] Wen OM the nature of your fa- 


vor received a few days ago 1 


* 


am inclined to hope that it is un- 
neceſſary at preſent to urge the con- 
| fideration of what was advanced in 
my laſt letter.—I am happy to find 
that you are ſenſible of the juſtice 
of my remarks.— This conſideration 
gives me abundanc ſatisfaction — and, 


to acknowledge the kindneſs only as 


it. 


UR, 


( 1592 
it is intended, is an ample recom» 
pence for the moſt 'continued thoughts 
and unremitted labour which can be 
employed for your welfare and hap” 
pineſs. : 


To fay that I feel myſelf at a loſs 
to account for the ſurprize which 


you ſeem to expreſs, is what indeed 


muſt be aſſerted. -Was there any 


thing more than natural in my letter? 
—durely, my dear Maria, the friend 
of your inmoſt counſels and molt 
ſecret thoughts may account for your 


feelings without any extraordinary aid 


or ailiitance.— I pretend to no merit 


in that to which you aſcribe ſuch 


wonderful power. —A ſimple idea or 


two, with a few eaſy and natural 


G 6 reflections | 


1 
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reflections from them, is the whole 
ſtate of the matter.—In this T fee no 
room for praiſe, for wonder view no 
cauſe, *tis but what triendſhip prompts 
and · duty craves, —humanity requires 
its. uſual boon ;—your partial eyes 
may common deeds enhance, and 
_ nature's ſimple acts exaggerate, - but 

whoſo ſtops at ſuch like obvious 
claims is moſt unworthy of the name 
of friend. 


J was delighted beyond meaſure to 
find you correcting yourſelf reſpect- 
ing the tranſient pleaſure you ſpoke 
of.—Had you. not done it almoſt 


with the ſame breath, I ſhould have 


loft all patience with you; -I ſhould 
have exclaimed againſt you as un» 


worthy. 


Er CD | OS 


er 0 
worthy of felicity, as reſolved to 
drive it from you, when it was even 
courting you to accept it. But per- 
haps you ſuſpected my catching: at 
the expreſſion, and ſuppoſed that I 


ſhould ring it in your ears;—I wil 


hope it and from thence draw ano- 


ther favorable argument for your 
fpeedy recovery to your former ſtate. 
I repeat it, that happineſs is now 


ſoliciting your acceptance, and you 
have little more to do than to ex- 
tend your arms to embrace it.— To 


throw away the jewel; therefore, would 


be inexcuſable, When it only needs 
your hand to poliſh it: to the greateſt 


degree of brilliancy and luftre, 


Refuſe not then ſo ſmall a trouble; 
tis what you muſb undertake,. 
what you muſt accompliſh, and no 
7 SED | _ _ __ » Or 


(' x62 ) 
ether can effect for you. Mr. Bell 
mour ſeems determined to perform 
his part of the buſineſs ;—and why 
-ſhould you wiſh to deprive him of 


the pleaſure he muſt receive from 


' your! completing it. 


Vou ſay nothing of Charles, or of 
the commiſſion with which I charged 
you ;—I will therefore ſuppoſe that 
you have not fulfilled it, and could 
not give me any account of its ef- 
fect.— Another reaſon might be aſſign- 
ed for your filence, upon a ſuppoſition 
that you have even mentioned it; 
that ſenſibility of which he has ſo 


large a ſhare, —a ſhare fo great that 


even the moſt enlighten'd of our age 
might peſe to give a juſt account of 


every 


( 163 ) 


every movement which his mind may 
feel and trace the cauſe muſt for a 
time make, the reſult obſcure.—--In 


your next, I expect vou will inform 


me whether you mentioned it to him; 


—it was needleſs to point out to 
you in what manner, and therefore, 
if not yet executed, uanccetlary to do 
it now. Adieu, my dear Mrs, Bells 
mour, 


Your's as ever, 


' LOUISA COLVILLE, 


— 
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LETTER XXIL 
Ar. Bx&LLMOUR, 7 Mifs Cor vis. 


HEN my dear Miſs Col- 
| W ville is informed that her 
Maria is not yet perfectly recovered 
from that ſtate of languor and ſtu- 
pidity, into which ſhe was lately fo 
far ſunk and degenerated,—ſhe will 


wonder what can hinder the comple- 


tion of ſo deſirable and neceſſary a. 
buſineſs —For this no reaſon. can be 
given, if you will not allow that 
the difference betwixt perſons in health 

4 


%% —T—T cal a 


upon the mind and ſpirits, which 


and improve it.— To this alone the 
cauſe of my continued gloom muſt 


_ which th'oppreſſive load of grief 


unleſs the plea here offered may be 


and therefore it mult be attempted: 


5 168) 


and ſuch as are indiſpoſed, makes a 
very ſenſible difference in the effects 


are the medium or vehicle through 
which an impaired conſtitution muſt 
receive whatever is ſuited to reſtore 


be aſſigned, - nor ſee 1 ought to 


and ſorrow can with equity and 
truth's fair garb be now attributed, 


heard.—I will promiſe you, however 
to make every effort for ſo deſirable 
a purpoſe ;—it perhaps will be a 
work of conſiderable time to effect 
it completely, but my dear Louiſa 
preſſes it as a matter of neeeſſity, 


I 


( 166) 


I qperceive it is very adviſable for 
me to take care how ani what [I 
_ ;write.—You keep ſo ſharp a look 
out, that there is no eſcaping you 3 
wou have got, (it it may be al- 
lowable te adopt the ſimile,) the eyes 
.of à hawk, and ſeem determined to 


keep me on my guard, —Perhaps you 


think that the ſpirits may gather 
ſtrength by ſuch -exerciſe,—and that 
this is a very prevailing means of 
| preventing my degenerating into that 
former lethargic habit, which was 
become ſo alarming to you. To 
doubt of the propriety, or at leaſt 
the plauſibility of your reaſons, would 
be to act ungene rouſſy 1 know 
your motives, and therefore ought 
to attribute every thing you advance 
to, the deſign you had in Wiiting it. 
| Upon 


pon any other ground, I ſhould 


ſometimes be almoſt tempted to quar- 
rel with you ;—l know you will 

excuſe this open confeſſion, 
but ſurely you ought to ſuffer me 
to have a little reſpite, leſt by 4 
. ſtretch the ſpirits ſhould be 


exhauſted, and you ſhould - thereby 


defeat your own, intenziqn and deſign, 
—You wiſh).to. hear ſomething more 
of Charles, —He is gone upon a viſit 
for a ſhort time to 2 young gentle- 


man, one of his college aequaintance, 
— a lively, , agreeable, young man, 
whoſe vivacity, I hope, may have a 


pleaſing effect upon his ſpirits. To 
wait his return, therefore, ſeems more 
proper for the diſcharging your com- 
miſſion than to acquaint him with 


it by letter.—1 preſume you are now 
ſatisfied . 


(4268 |) 
fatisfled as to the occaſion of my 6. 
lence with reſpect to young Stanley. 
' —Since his abſence Mr. Bellmour has 
been more frequently from home, the 
ceauſe of which I cannot account 
for but his aſſiduities and attention, 
when at ſthe Abbey, are the ſame as 
uſual ſince the recovery of. his former 
- affability.* I am; my dear Louiſa, 
Your affectionate 

MARIA BELLMOUR. 


As Mrs. Bellmour ſays nothing to her 
friend on the ſubject of Mr. Villars's ai. 
ſertion at the conclufion of Letter xv111 of 
this volume, jit muſt be inferred from hence 

either that theſe letters are miſplaced in 
order of time, or that Mr. Bellmour had 


waited for ſome more favorable opportunity 


for mentioning it, than any which had yet 
occurred. — Perhaps he might think it mare 
adyviſable to poſtpone it till young 2 . 
ſhould be returned from his viſit, that Miſs 
Colville might be ſent for when he was at 
home. Editor. | 
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LETTER XXIII. 


CoLonet BWTIIHOUR % GaoRGe 


ViLLARS, Ef; 


\INCE I had the pleaſure of 
meeting you at Preſton, ®#—a 
| thouſand 


* It ſeems from the whole tenor of this 
letter, that ſome part of the correſpondence 
is wan ing; as this meeting was evidently by 
appointment of the two friends; what is 
contained in this epiſtle is ſufficient to con- 
firm this opinion, though it leaves us in 
the dark as to the means and occaſion of 

| | the 


('1pdz )) 
thouſand things have entered into my 
mind on the ſubject of our conver 
ſation. Our time was ſhort, but the 
uſe we made of it may be productive 
of the happieſt effects for months 
and years to come e;—already I begin 


* x3 pf 5 


the meeting, But perhaps the reader may 
conclude, without prejudice to the hiſtory, 
that the letters wanting: -might« contain little 
more than a propoſal of ſuch a meeting on 
the part of Mr. Villars, and a compliance 
with ſuch propoſal on the part of Mr, 
Bellmour. As this ſeems to have been oc. 
caſioned by an unexpected occurrence 
which offered to Mr. Villar, —ſo it is pro- 
bable that it related to the buſineſs which 
had ſo long prevented him from viſt iting 
his friend. It is therefore unneceſſary. to 
WON: the reader with them. Editor. 


to 


(: n 


to feel the bliſs, th'extatic pleaſure 


which my fancy frames, and time, 
with foſtering: hand, will realize. 


You ſo happily explained to me 
the purport and intention of your 
laſt letter, prior to that which com- 


municated the information of your 


coming to Preſton, that I have little 
to obſcrve upon that ſubje&t,—But a 


few things nevertheleſs force theme 
ſelves upon me.—T feel, agreeable to 
your remark, that my faculties are 
not yet fully reſtored to perform 
their natural and proper functions; 
—for at the ſame time that LI per- 
ceive the neceſſity of a cautious con- 
duct, I am puzzled. more than ever 
to diſcern the caſes wherein it ought 

or 


„ 
or ought not to be applied. -M 
embaraſment is frequently viſible to 
Mrs. Bellmour, and I am greatly appre- 
henſive, occaſions her ſome uneaſineſs 
and concern, though ſhe endeavours 


to hide it from me. Though I with 


and ſtudiouſly endeavour to conceal 
both the cauſe and the effect of thoſe 


ſtruggles in my mind,—that intenſe» 


neſs of reaſoning, and probably the 
improper applications into which I 
am ſometimes betrayed, too often dif- 
covers what I would moſt anxiouſly 
deſire to keep ſecret. 


That extraordinary concern which 


you have fo forcibly convinced me 
you entertain for my happineſs and 


| the peace and contentment of Mrs. 
1 Bellmour 


Bell! 
The 
I at 
am 
{hou 
and 
wh 
my 
ple: 
ver 


"OOPS 

Bellmour, almoſt ſurpaſſes belief.,—- 
The more I conſider it, the more 
I am aſtoniſhed and then again 1 
am aſtoniſhed with myſelf that I 
ſhould wonder at any thing noble 
and generous, however it may excel, 
when it comes from Villars.—Oh ! 
my friend, —could we but have the 
pleaſure of your company and con- 
verſztion for one month, we ſhould 


be the moſt happy beings on. ad 


Tour natural good ſenſe and ſtrong 
talents, aided by ſo high a degree o 
cultivation of them, would operate 
moiſt effectually to the reſtoration of 
peace and tranquility in our lately 
diſtreſſed and diſtracted tamily.— But 
ſince you tell me that the hopes of 
Vor II. — -:- _ 


— 


„ 


ſuch a pleaſure is at a greater dif. 
tance than before, — to contradiction'; 
hand we muſt ſubmit, and fortune”; 
frowns to pleaſing ſmiles convert; 
to work impoſſibilities no need we 
have, but only to ſecure content,— 
that is the charm which all our 
wounds muſt cloſe. 


Charles Stanley is not yet returned 
from his vifit, which I told you of, 
U pon that ſubject, therefore, I can 
ſay nothing at preſent.—W hen he is, 
—s I ſhall have much need of your 
directions to execute that delicate 


buſineſs, you may expect to hear 


from me the whole of what he pro- 
poſes, and what I myſelf would with 
to effet, —-Mrs. Bellmour's health 
- improves 


mp! 
whe' 
as [ 
bart 


her, 


r dif. 
tions 
tunes 
vert; 
d we 
I, 


Gur 
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improves but flowly ;—I know not 
whether that penſive mood, occaſioned 
as I have informed you by my em- 
barraſſments, may not have affected 
her. 


I am, as ever, 
Your's 


BELLMOUX. 
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LETTER XXIV. 


GEcRGE ViLLARS, Ei; to. COLONEL 


BELLMOUR, 


A M afraid, my dear Bellmour, 
1 that the dæmon which has iO long 
and fo prevailingly h-unted you. is 
not entirely expelled from your bo- 
fom,—What !—-after all the labour and 
pains I have taken to chalk ou; 2 
path for you, and not yet to under- 


ſtand me, — is ſomewhat ſurprizing. 
Are my expreſſions ſo intricate, —ſo 
perplexing, —ſo myſterious and ambi - 


gudus 


WP, 
guous, that you cannot yet collect a 
v. rule of conduct from them ? -gurely, 
my friend, I muſt either have groſsly 
failed in my attempts to repreſent 
the ideas which had been formed in 
NEL my mind, or you muſt have ſtrangely 
miſconceived my meaning.—But you 
know the ſincerity of my intention; 
—if therefore, I have leſs clearly ex- 
plained my ſentiments than 1 wiſhed _ 
for, I am certain of having your ex- 
cuſe, —and it will be my future bu— 


ſinels to correct any omiiion I may 


1d into which I may have unwittingly 
a flided —I wiſh you would take the 
r. ſame liberties with me, in any thing 


_ wherewith you do not coincide in ſen- 
0 timents, as it is my invariable object 
. to exerciſe towards vou, wnenever 


3 H 3 your 


have been guilty of, or imperfection _. 


( 278 ) 
your letters do not altogether pleaſe 
me. | 


Did I fail to alarm you on every 


appearance of apoſtaſy into your form- 
er errors, I ſhould be unworthy the 
name of friend, —If in my zeal a 
miſtake ſhould poſſibly be committed, 
—this will give you a foundation to 
object to my cbſervations ; to con- 
ſider me as infallible is what I have 
never wiſhed or deſired —in return 
for the general rules which J formerly 
gave vou, it is replied that you are 
puzzled and perplexed in applying 
them.—At the ſame time I ſtrongly 
recommended caution which, you ob- 
erve, has been productive of embarraſſ- 


ments that have been noticed by Mrs. - 


Bellmour. 


But 


But 
every 
muſt 
diſcre 
them 
to A 
leſs.- 
to t] 
den 
denc 
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youl 
are 
noti 


too 


1 
aſe But no general rules can provide fot 
it 
muſt be the bufineſs of prudence and 


every particular - circumſtance ; 


ry diſcretion in the perſons applying 
1— them, without which all other efforts 
e to adminiſter aſſiſtance muſt be uſe- 
a leſs.—Inſtead therefore of giving way 
4 to theſe miſtaken concluſions. —aban- 
0 den whatever has the ſlighteſt ter- 


cency to create the leaſt uncati- 
neſs either to Mrs, Bellmour or 
yourſelf, When your embarraſſments 
are ſuch as to become the object of 


notice, they are certainly extended 
too far, and muſt be laid afide ; 
wait for a more convenient ſeaſon, 
when your thoughts in gloom ob- 
ſcure are leſs involv'd, and above all 
whatever tends | to doubt or deep 
perplexity be ſure Cavoid as ſome» 

. thing 


( 180 ) 
thing baneful which your nature dreads 
We have no need, a> you obſcrve, 
but to tecure content, — and ſurely 
you who can deſcribe its properties 
and perfections in ſuch harmonie ſtrains 


can be no ſtranger to its effects. 


To what you mentioned with re- 
ſpect to Charles Stanley, I am not 
competent to reply. I think there is 
much ambiguity in the expreſſion, 
which ſeems to originate in a confuſed 
Nate of miad,—What I can obſerve 


of it, is, that you ſtill ſeem to har- 


bour and nouriſh the poiſon which 
has fo long been flowing through 
your veins.- For hcaven's fake, my dear 


- Bellmour, expel the thought which 


ſeems to be the baſis of all your per- 
| plexity 


eads 


ere, 
rely 
rtieg 


ains 


re- 
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plexity, He is—what is he?—or ra- | 
ther what is he not ? —is he not the 
en, of your Maria, —the adopted 
ſon of the wife of your boſom, the 
moſt amiable and the moſt accom- 
pliſhed youth which perhaps nature 
ever framed ?—R: preſent to yourle:f. 
the injuſtice, the cruelty of indulging 
a thouzht an way injurious to him 
— the claims of heaven upon that 
bounty which it has pour'd upon ou 
are in his favor, — and his wrongs 
aſſureily muſt and will one day, be 
redreſſed.—Suſtur not 5ourielf ty ads 
mit a reflection to his diſadvantage; 
the unfortunate and premature deach 
of his parents, for | ſee no reaſon 
to d ſbelicve th. account. which is 
given of him, by which you no 


enjoy What of rant would in pre 


Fo 5 % I 


have belonged to him, —gives him a 
double claim to your attention in 
point of equity.— I wiſh not to find 
you again ſpeaking of him in any 
diſreſpectful or even indifferent man- 


ner —he merits, and is entitled to 


your moſt cordial eſteem. Adieu, 
Your's as ever, 


G. VILLARS: 


LETTEF 
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DL ED TER Au. 


CoLonEL BELLMOUR f GrORGE 


© ViLLARS, £/7 ; 


W H Y, George, will you preſs 
me to declare my *tiuſpicions 


This ſeems to be the firſt , ſymptom 
of his returning frenzy, —Mr. Villars had 
hitherto, by his unwearied affiduitie;, re- 


— 


ls 4 r had 4 N . 


ſtrained the violent paſſions of his friend, 
and, by his continued good offices, tor ſome 
time after proves the means of avertiag the 
tragical effects which afterwards eniued.— 
Editor. 
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e 
with reſpect to Charles Stanley ?— 


Could it be imagined that you had 
received a fee to plead his cauſe, and 


turn advocate for one of whom no- 


body knows either his parents or friends 
—you could not have expreſſed your- 
ſelf with more eagerneſs —*Tis too 
much, — I cannot and will not bear the 
thought of being made the dupe of a 


whole family z—and, as if this was not 


ſufficient, my deareſt friends muſt be 


made parties in the matter againſt me. 


— By heavens! I'il bear it no longer. 


II ſuppoſe too I ſhall ſoon find that 
| Louiſa Colville has deen ſecured in 


| his intereſt —-Mrs Bellmour too, there 


is no doubt, is againſt me I perceive 


it too well to be miſſaken, I am only 


the ſecond i in her eſteem and affection, 


-—who the firſt is, it is needleſs to de- 


clare 


%Y 


% g 
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clare.—Under ſuch a ſituation as this, 


can ] be eaſy ?—Of what ſtrange ma- 


terials muſt I be maile to be ſenſibe of 
all this, and tamely to ſubmit to and 
acquieſce under it. Adieu, 


*  BELLMOUR, | 


— 
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GeorGe VII LARS, Ei; to COLONEL 
BELLMOURs | 


| A'S it the letter of my 
W. friend Bellmour that I re-. 
ceived; or the work ot fume accurſed 
ſpirit hich dictated that nellich epiltle? 
Yes, —iellith I will call 10% tor lurely 
if all the innabitands of the internal 
| | regions 
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regions had been ſummoned in council . 
to dictate one of a more diabolical na- 


ture, they would have been baffled in 
the attempt.—* By heavens! 111 bear 


ce jt no longer.” —Bear what ?—your 


own impious thoughts ? let theſe in- 


deed go to their natural reſidence.— 
to the place from whence they came, 
the inmoſt receptacl- of the loweſt hell 
where they were ſuggeſted, —But oh ! 


Bellmour, to talk of © ſuſpicions with 


* reſpect to Charles Stanley,” --let ſuch 


diabolical inſinuations be for ever ba- 


niſhed from your mind. I muſt and 


will * preſerve you, if poſſible, even in 
1pite of your'elf, ——I muſt and will 


conclude that the ſpirit with which 


that epiſtle was dictated, was but a. 
tranſient viſitor, and that he is now. 


gone for ever, I truſt to receive his 


reward 


C 


„ 00 
reward,—-Affure me of this immedi» 
ately, which will ſtill ſecure me, 


TLour's as ever, 


G. VILLARS. 


LETTER XXVI.. 


CoLonxr BELLMOUR to GeorGs 
VILLAkS E /g. 8 


V OUR laft ſhort letter truly 


alarmed me, wherein you re= 


fer to ſome former one written by me. 
I have no recollection of any ſuch 
epiſt]., containing the words which 
you have more particularly pointed at. 
=] know that I have received two 


from 


from 3 you without 1 it in my 
power till now of anſwering your 
firſt, —for which at preſent I am very 
little fit, did not the prefling conclu- 
ſion of your ſecond dem and N. lf, as 
you ſay, any ſuch letter was writt-n 
and ſent to you, it muſt have been 
in the delirium of a fever, with which 
] was unfortunately ſeized a few hours 
after your letter came to hand, —[ 
you have not deſtroyed it, you wil 
therefore oblige me by returning a 
copy, that if poſſible, it may lead to 
ſome traces of the time when or the 


C: rcumftances under hien it Was Writ» 


ten. 


ov bh far from being ſifficiently 


recovered to give as ee an an- 


:. 


1 


ſwer as vour letter requires —The 
laſt, I h peè, you will conſider al- 


ready antwer:d, — Though ſhort, the 


attack was very fever:, and for a 


few da 3, the payfician apprehended 


me to be in the greateſt danger. 


But his unwearied efforts have beea 


crowned with {uccels,- and 1 am 


now ſufficiently recorveied nut to fear 


a relapſe.— Lou would ſcarcely know 


me, ſo much am | changed by this 
laſt fit of ſickneſs ;—but 1 have no 
fear that with returning health, 
though I am now emaciated and al- 
moſt reduced to a ſkeleton, I ſha'l 


ſoon recover my former conſtitutional 
form and ſhape,——Mrs, Beilinour, 


from an anxiety for my recove ry 


which ought to endear her to me, 


has alfo ſuffered conſiderably in her 
health. 
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©  health;—T wiſh her ſpirits may be 


revived and reſtored as quickly as 1 


hope mine will be, You will at 


preſent excuſe my adding more than 
that | am, 


moſt ſincerely 


Your's 


BELLMOUR, 


LETTER 
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LETTER XXVIIL 


Miſs Colvitis to Mrs, BELLNMOUR« 


My dear friend, 


W HAT you mentioned con- 


cerning Mr. Bellmour's ab- 
fence from home is, I acknowledge, 
| very myſterious, —l am not certain 
whether under the ſame circumſtances, 
I ſhould not my ſelf be a little 
ſtaggered as to the cauſe, —One thing 
indeed inclines me to judge on the 
favorable ſide; —-you ſay that his 
attention 


( 192). 
attention and aſſiduities when at 


home are the ſame as utual,—from 


whence I would hope that it is 


merely accidental, and that it is not 


1 the conſequence of any liberty he 


gives himſelf on account of Stanley's 
vifit.— his at preſent therefore does 
not afford reaſon ſufficient for any 
conſiderable uneaſineis; — and wheie 
many cauſes may be aſſigned, though 
only conj«Etural, it is neither neceſ- 
ſary noi adviſable to chuſe the worſt. 


* 
: 


But I am very much afraid. that 
theſe untoward cireumſtances will 
nevertheleſs very much retard the 


recovery of your health. Thoſe 
ſbades which chequer your moſt plea- 
ſing views and caſt a languor on your 

El faireſt 


Tf 293 77: 
faireſt hopes, will intercept the glad- 
ding rays of bliſs which lately darted 
through the gloomy cloud of adverſe 
fortune, —It requires, perh.ips, more 
reſolution, —more fortitude and ſtrength 
of mind, than you can at preſent 
command, to reſiſt with effect thoſe 
preſſing importunitics,—You will tell 
me that facts are ſtubboin and in- 
difputable,—that to oppoſe an evidence 
ſo ſtrong as demonſtration's hand could 
ſcarce exceed, would not the name 
of cautious caie deſerve but madneſs 
obſtinate and darkneſs dire.—- But, 
my dear Mrs. Bellmour, let me beg 
you to recollect that the facts are 
not eſtabliſhed ;— that, however plau- 
{ble in appearance and theory, they 
are not ſupported by practice, Mr. 
Bellmour is abſent. Charles Stanley 
18 
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the cauſe of the 


3s abſent too; 


latter you know, but the reaſon of 


the former you are a ſtranger to.— 
A little time and patience may ſet 
this matter in its true light ;—but 
you would moſt probably have cauſe 
to repent of any haſty meaſures which 
ſuch inconſiderate determinativns might 
occaſion — I eonjure you, therefore, 
to let this buſineſs reſt, and not to 
perplex yourſelf with imaginary evils. 


I am almoſt tempted to think that 
you muſt before this time be con. 
vinced of the neceflity of rouſing 
your ſpirits, —and that you will no 
more tell me of permitting you to 
have a reſpite, —A reſpite !—alas ! from 
what ? from that which alone can 
| reſtore 


' Should I deferve in any retp:&t fo 


ty which has already been fo alarming 
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reftore you to health ? —Would this 


be to act the part of a friend? 


facred an appcl'acion, if I fuff:red you 


to rea ſe into that /an_u vr ani ſtupidi- 


to every one but yourſ.If ?—-And fo 
becauſe Iwill not give way to your 
untgaſonable propenſiiy, you are for 


- 


qua-r-:ing with me.—A pretty expe- 


dient truly II with I could fee you in 
that temper,*-—-1 ſhould, then have 
| 5, greater 


* It is preſumed that the fair writer is 
not here turning advocate general for the 
paſſions of anger and reſentment, the dif. 
poſition of her correſpondent being too 
well known to ſuppn'e it. In like man- 
ner the fair readers cannot be ſo far unac. 


Quajnted 
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greater hopes of you than at preſent; 

| —and J promile you it would be my 
buſineſs to take care that your ſpirits 

| ſhou!d receive ſuch an agitation as 8 
would prove of infinite ſervice to 

if you do not write to me 


you. 
quickly, I aſſure you that the ne- 
glect will not eaſily be forgiven by 


Vour truly affectionate friend 


LOUISA COLVILLE, 


quainted with the character of Miſs Col- 
ville to »nſicer chis obſervation in any 
other reſpect as her ſentiment, than as it 


probably co ibute> in this particular in- mi 
ſtance to the advantage of her friend. ſic 


LETTER | © 


Co 


. 
t 
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LETTER XXIX. 


Mrs. BRLIMOUR to Miſs Cox viIIx. 


0 


abi, my dear Louiſa, to your 
I laſt injunction, though very much 
unprepared to give you an anſwer 
Mr. Bellmour has lately been ſeized 
with a raging fever, which, though 
leſs violent at firſt, has thrown him 


into a ſtate truly alarming. —He hag. 


been inſenſible almoſt from the firſt 
minute of the attack, and the phy- 
ſician is very unvilling to give his 


: ſeatiments upon the event, which by 


c 


= — —— "on 
—— — 
— 


— — 


of 


no means indicates a favorable opi- 
nion.— In the intervals of his delirium 
he ſeems to continue inactive and 
torpid, —but when the frenzy comes 
upon him, he raves and exclaims in 


the moſt furious manner,—Nothing 


but Stanley,—that Stanley,—that or- 


phan,—that nobody knows who,—is 
he to have the firſt place in her 
eſteem 2—17˙¹ not bear it, by heaven 


—In this and the like unaccount- 
able manner does he rave in the 


midſt of his frenzy, without once 
noticing any pefiop near him, 


why" my dear Louiſa, of the 


dreadful ſituation. of your friend, — 
Have I not reaſon to fear that theſe 
reflections have been long fermenting 


in 


1 
in his mind, and that they have 
now grown to a pitch which has 
overwhelmed his reaſon, and deprived 
him of his ſenſes ?—Perhaps you will 
now acknowledge that my apprehen- 
ſions were better grounded than you 
could have ſuppoſed, —-and that 1 
have not been ſo much miſtaken in 


my concluſions as you imagined, — 


You muſt now be convinced that T 
have not acted ſo unreaſonably as 


your letters have frequently repre= 
ſented, nor unneceſſarily and willfully | 


given way to deſponding thoughts 
and gloomy reflections.—-It is one 
conſolation, how it has happened I 
am entirely ignorant, that he is always 
filent upon thoſe ſubjects, whenever 
the phyſician comes to viſit him; 
but, perhaps, it may be from ſome 
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glimmering ray of reaſon which re. 
mains, that it is unneceflary for him 
to be acquainted with the particula, 
cauſe of his afffiction.— In that calc 
the reflection returns with double force, 
and ſbews the malady to be moi 
decply rooted than merely in a diſ. 
tempered 'n;ag:nation,—and that this 
is the cauſe rather than the ect of his 
frenzy.— I can add no mote but that 
1 am, my dear Louiſa, 


| 


Four ever affectionate 


MARIA BELLMOVx. 


LETTER 


*h re. 
r him 


icula, 


Cale 
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LETTER XXX. 


Mis Corvitis to Mrs. BELMOUR, 


My dear Mrs, Bellmour, 

TO W fincerely do I ſympathize 
H and condole with you in your 
preſent unhappy and diſtreſſed ſitu- 
ation, —Surely the leaſt conſideration 
of your caſe muſt extort compaſſion 
from the moſt flinty heart, —L ac- 


knowledge, — I feel that you have to 
much reaſon for thinking that my 
deſire to baniſh thoſe reflections from 


your mind might occaſion my repre- 


I 3 ſentations 
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ſentations to exceed their due bounds, 
As you know my motives, I have 
no need to fay that I repent of the 
meaſures therein taken ;—if they have 
only been productive of a temporary 
repoſe, you will readily acknowledge 
that they have been uſeful, 


But perhaps it may yet be too 


ſoon to give up the hopes of ſee. 
ing better days.— To deſpair, is the 
way to be for ever loſt, and to cut 
off without a poſſibility of ſuccour, 
every means of relief. — The time, 1 
truſt, is not yet come which leaves 
open only this dreadful reſouree;— 
every avenue is not yet guarded, every 
paſſage to à more favorable proſpect 
is not yet cloſed.— Why then do 

you 


de 


f. 308-3 


you. conſider theſe heart-piercing ac- 
clamations as the equſe of the frenzy 
which has ſeized Mr, Bellmour, and 
not rather as the eds only of a 
confuſed brain ?—why take your view 
from the very worſt ſide of things, 
ſo long as a better preſents itſelf ? 
— To argue from his conduct and 
expreſſions after reaſon has retreated 
and taken her flight, and from thence 


to judge of his motives and ideas 
| when in full poſſoſſion of her, is a 


very fallacious method; — you mult 
and ought to conſider it as ſuch, 
and conclude that little attention is 


to be paid to it. 


From ſuch an effect, it is alſo to 
be oblerved, that in caſe of his re- 
| I 4 turning. 
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turning health, you will be able 
with much greater facility to diſco- 
ver the true ſtate of his mind, 


This ought to give you ſome ec ne 


ſolation —You may eaſily introduce 
the ſubject, as originating with him 
ſelf, though in his moments of fren- 
Ey, and from thence be able to 
collect his real ſentiments, His 
countepanc*,—his confuſion—his per- 


plexity, will ſome way or other 
betray the ſecret if ſuch be his un- 
happy ſtate of mind; z—and if not ſo, 
you will have the advantage of per- 
ceiving that theſe ejaculations were 
merely the conſequence of his diſ- 
temper, and have no foundation in 
cool and temperate reaſon, —l need 

| not 
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able not obſerve that this ought at pre- 
do- ſent to give you full ſatisfacten, 


and encou age you to bear up under 

your diſtreſs;— I truſt it will have 

this effect upon vou, which is the 
ne object of this letter trom 


* my dear Maria's 


moſt ſinerce friends. 


ö LOVISA COLVILLE. 
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LETTER XXXI 


GEORGE VIILARS, Eſq; to COLONEL 


BELLMOUR, 


JT Thank you, my dear Bellmour, 


for your laſt letter, and am 
happy to find you are ſo much re- 
covered from your dreadful attack ; 
its effects, I hope will ſoon be re- 
moved by the perfect re- eſtabliſnment 
of your health. —Villars moſt ſincerely 
wiſhes, hat no future malady may 
ever again affect you to write ſuch 
anotier letter, as the late dreadful 
one 


L 


. 


(0% 4 


one which gave him ſuch an alarm. 
but of which Bellmour is ignorant, 
— The meaſure of deſtroying it was 
for ſome time debated in the mind of 
your friend, but at laſt the contrary 
opinion prevailed, and he thereupon 


reſolved to preſerve it.—A copy of 


this is here incloſed* at your earneſt 
and preſſing requeſt ;——whether it 
may be productive of what you pro- 
poſe from it, I cannot determine. 


I was much affected when the news 
of your ſickneſs was brought to me, 
—and had reſolved to write a ſhort 
letter to Mrs. Bellmour, to enquire 


into the nature of it, when your own 


* 


® Sce Letter XXV of this Volume. 
I 6 letter 
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ter arrived with the account of your 
Tecovery,—Dreadful indeed muſt have 


been the malady, as the effects but too 
evidently demonſtrate,-—-Mrs, Bell- 


mour, I hope, together with your- 


| ſelf, are faſt rccovering ;—the plea- 
ſure it will give me to find that you 
are perfectly reſtored, may be con- 
ceived but can ſcarcely be expreſled. 
—You have much to attribute to 
the ſkill and attention of your phy- 
fician, as well as to the aſſiduity of 
Mrs, Bellmour. I am, 


as cver, Your's 


6. VILLARS: 


LETTER 


f 
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LETTER XXXIL 


CoLoNEL BeLLMOouUR to GROROR 


VilLazs, £/q; 


My dear Villars, 


almoſt leaves me without mat- 


1 E ſhortneſs of your epiſtle 


ter to reply. — What ?—inad you no 
anecdote to furniſh out a dozen more 
lines ?—no news of importance ſuf- 


ficient to exerciſe yout pen, or employ 


my time ?—ao account of a. trip to 


Scotlan i, to vitit the: ſon of Vulcan 
in his ſacerdotal capacity ?—Has the 


Lemnian 


( 210 ) 


Lemnian god of Gretna Green no 


votaries of  Hymen ?—have no ſacri- 


ces been lately made at his altar? 
—-Surely, George, you could have 
* furniſhed me with ſomething of this 
nature worth recording, — for at this 
time I am incapable of reflecting 
upon more ſerious ſubjects.— T he 
diſorder has left a ſtupor in my head, 
which renders it not only improper, 
but I am alſo unwilliog and even 
adverſe to indulge in more ſolid and 
momentous ſpeculations. 


Your former letter therefore, muſt 
\Kill remain without an anſwer, —I 
dare not yet truſt mylelf to think 
upon any thing which carries with it 
the leaſt appearance of difficulty. My 
health 


C aw F 


health ſeems to-put in its ſtrongeſt claim 
for all my attention, and I have no in- 
clination to regard any thing which does 
not in ſome meaſure contribute to its 
reſtoration, —=By my fooliſh neglect of 


the means which would have ſecured 


to me the enjoyment of it, I. have 
impaired my conſtitution, and hazard- 
and ſurely it 


ed my exiſtence ; 
would be unpardonable to ſpiit again 
upon the ſame rock, trom whence 
I have lately ſo narrowly eſcaped with 
life. —Villars will excuſe my declin— 


inz this ſubject at preſent, till all 


my faculties and powers of thinking 


are more perfectly reſtored; — vhen 


that will be, I ſhall not yet, I fear, 
be able to determine, as my ſtrength 
returns but very ſlowly, 


At h 
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Lemnian god of Gretna Green no he 
votaries of Hymen ? — have no ſacri- fo 
ces been lately made at his altar? cl 
—- Surely, George, you could have mm 

* furniſhed me with ſomething of this re 
nature worth recording, — for at this th 
time I am incapable of reflecting to 
upon more ſerious ſubjects. The i 
diſorder has left a ſtupor in my head, ec 
which renders it not only improper, W 
but. I am alſo unwilliog and even u 
adverſe to indulge in more ſolid and 1 
momentous ſpeculat;ons. li 
il 

Your former letter therefore, muſt TL 
Kill remain without an anſwer, —I t 
dare not yet (truſt mylelf to think b 
T 


upon any thing which carries with it 
the {eaſt appearance of difficulty. My 
dne health 


| 
| 
| 
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health ſeems to put in its ſtrongeſt claim 


for all my attention, and I have no in- 


clination to regard any thing which does 
not in ſome meaſure contribute to its 
reſtoration, —By my fooliſh neglect of 


the means which would have ſecured 


to me the enjoyment of it, I. have 
impaired my conſtitution, and hazard- 


ed my exiſtence ;——and furely it 
would be unpardonable to ſplit again 


upon the ſame rock, trom whence 


I have lately ſo narcowly eſcaped with 


life. —Villars will excuſe my declin- 
inz this ſubject at preſent, till all 
my faculties and powers of thinking 


are more perfectly reſtored ;—when 


that will be, I ſhall not yet, I fear, 
be able to determine, as my ſtrength 


returns but very ſlowly, 


At | 
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At preſent, therefore, can only 
think of amuſements ;—and I know 
not how it is, thoſe which are molt 
ſimple and childiſh, I find to be the 
. moſt pleaſing.—-I ſometimes endea- 
vour to engage Mrs Bellmour in 
them, bit ſhe generally ſeems to feel 
their unmeaning inſignificance, —and 
whenever ihe does join, my impor= 
tunitics rather then her own choice 
for the molt part picvail. Adicu, my | 
dear Villars. 


Your's as ever, 


BELLMOUR, 


LETTER 
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LETTER XXXIIL 
Mrs. Bzrtmous to Mil CoLVILLE, 


My dear friend, 
. O U Mil retain the ſame happy 


talen., in every poſſible ſitu- 
ation, of repreſent: ng things in the 
moſt amiable point of view, —I can- 


not but admire your profound pene= 


tration,—and I muſt and will affirm 
that there is ſomething in your ſtile 
and manner which is very unuſual. 


—You hall not always have your 


own opinion for in this you muſt 
give 
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give me leave to decide,——— After 


a moſt ſevere affliction, the phyſician 
gives me hopes of Mr, Bellmour's 
He ſays that fome fas 
vourable ſymptoms afford reaſon to 
conelude that the danger is paſt, and 


recovery. 


that if he does not relapſe, Which 


he thinks is impropable, a few days 
will diſcover an alteration for the 
better, —Whether it is that my ſans 
guine expectations of what you pro- 
poſe enlivens my ſpirits, or my re- 
lief from the anxiety I have felt for 
his recovery, is uncertain I ſome- 
times fancy that I already begin to 
find the good effects of bus malady.— 
But theſe imaginations are quickly 
ſucceeded by a train of doubts and 
uncertain ſurmiſes, which at laſt 


tend to no other purpoſe than to con- 
| found 
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found reaſon, and involve the mind 
in endleſs perplexity, —In vain have 
I repe+tedly endeavoure i to find out 
the cauſe ;—all my attempts to that 
deſirable purpoſe are fiuitleſls and 
unavailing,.—Why ſhould thoſe gloomy 
—thoſe penſive thoſe deſponding 
thoughts, ſay I to myſelt, from 2 


| with to adopt you! generous ideas, 


—why ſhould they interfere to in- 
terrupt my happineſs, and to cloud 


and obſcure my hopes? For ſuch 
harſh thoughts no caule can I aſſign, 


for ſuch an object my endeavours 
tend to no account ;—for ſomething 
yet unknown theſe dark fotebodings 
of my gloomy mind, to which my 
fears and apprehenſions lead the way, 
point out a mazy labyrinth of woe as 


ſtill behind. 
My 
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My dear Louiſa will ads every 
allowance for my preſent ſituation, 
and not think me guilty of any ne- 
glect in omitting to notice her laſt 
favor more particularly, lt is enough 


that the ſtate of my mind requires 


it to enſure its being granted, —1 am 
therefore, as over, 


my dear friend, 
_ Your's 


MARIA BELLMOUR. 


7 LETTER 
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LETTER XXXIV. 
Miß CoLvilLE to Mrs. BELLMOUR, 


OCOTILL, my dear Mrs. Bell- 
8 mou ſtill do you indulge thof 
gloomy apprehenſions which darken 
and obſcure your brighteſt hopes !— 
How often have 1 deſired you to 
throw afide every thing of a pen- 
ſive and untoward nature?—and muſt 
the ſame admonitions be again re- 
peated, the ſame preſſing requeſts 
be again urged ?——Surely, Maria, 
17 7 ode 


rai 9 
your enquiries after matter to feed 


theſe deſpunding thouphts muſt give 
you great pleaſure and ſatisfaction, 


—0or you would not ſo very tena- 
ciouſly adhere to them, 


Deceive not yourſelf, they Are, 
they muſt be the marks and charac- 
ters of deſpair.— What other ſource 
can ſuch reflections have, which fill 
the mind with grief and. ſpectres 
dire, but thoſe of melancholy and 
_ deſpair ?—i am truly concerned to 
find you fijll given way to ſuch 
alarming thoughts. 


i 


Mr. Bellmour's affliction, I muſt 
repeat it, may be converted to the 


moſt ſalutary purpoſes. If you do 
not 


no 


in 


cot 
yo! 
ſuf 


vai 
pe. 
the 
be 


na 
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not put in practice what I wrote 


in my laſt, as ſoon as he is in a 
condition for it, you need only blame 
yourſelf for the conſequences ;—by 
ſuffering your lethargic habit to pre- 
vail at prefent, all your faireſt ex- 
pectations may be de/eated, and the 
the dawning of a returning ſpring 
be blaited by an unkind ſeaſon. 


It is your buſineſs to cheriſh the 
promiſing proipect, and to ſupply 
thoſe riſing juices which nature ſeems 
ſo kindly to lend ;—to permit ſuch 
a glorious opportunity of returning 
happineſs to p: ſs away without due 
encouragement, would ſurely merit 
the ſevereſt cenſure,-—-Obſerve kind 
nature's works, nor yet permit the 
aan che hopeful 
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matter? — hy do not you inſtantly 
tell me? hy do you keep me on 
the rack of ſuſpence ?—Oh |! Louiſa, 
—ſuch a ſcene-—alas! I fear my 
feeble frame to tell the dreadful tale 
will not itſelf ſupport.-—-Gracious 
heav'n !—aſliſt me with ſtrength and 
reſolution ſufficient to execute this 
laſt ſevere taſk, and then molt willingly 
ſhall I reſign my foul for ever for 
life from me has long its charms with- 
held, but now the cumbrous burthen 
weighs me down to join its native duſts 


| Welcome, —thrice welcome 3 is the tern decree, 
Which from "y pains and troubles ſets me free 


Poor Charles !—alas! J feel myſelf 


9 unable to being, and yet am anxious 
5 to. come to the cloſe, that I à laſt 


ic fatewell 


antly 
e on 
uſa, 
my 
tale 
ious 
and 
this 
ngly 
for 
ith - 
then 
juſt⸗ 


Tree, 
free 


ſelf 


us 


aſt 
el] 
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farewell may take of life, for which 


no longer room for me if left. 
He returned from his viſit on Thurſ- 


day evening, rather unexpectedly.— 


having given us no advice of his in- 
tention.—-His preſence inſpired me 
with a joy I had long been a ſtran- 
ger to, and my feelings were viſibly 
demonſtrated by my extraordinary at- 
tention to him. —-Mr. Bellmour at 
firſt ſeemed equally glad to ſee him 
returned in health and ſpirits but 


the continuance oſ my attention un- 


bappily produced a very ſenſible alter- 
ation, which, for ſome time, I did 


not perceive, —At laſt the fatal cauſe 


of all my griefs like lightning keen 


and piercing was diſclos'd ;—the fire 


which from his eyes bezan to flaſh 


convinced me but too late that I had 


K 2 err'd 
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err'd in hoping that an equal cauſe 


of joy poſleſfed the heart of Bellmour. 


I no ſooner perceived it, than all 


my former apprehenſions ruſh'd like 
a torrent upon my mind, and faſt 
cloſed up the faculties of ſpeech, 
I was' inſtantly ſtruck dumb ;=-Mr, 
Bellmour perceived it, and from thence 
as if his preſence was a check upon 
our converſation,—-in a. ſhort time 
found a pretence for retiring, —I was 
unwilling to give the alarm to Charles, 
and therefore made an apology for 
Mr. Bellmour's abſence, as if on ac- 
count of his late illneſs. 


The ſubject of our difcource ſoon 
afterwards was changed, —-Miſs Col- 
ville has not forgot the commiſſion 
| PE with. 
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with which ſhe charged me;—I took 


this opportunity of executing it, fo 


far as at that time I judged it ne- 
ceſſary, —— The next day I propofed 
repeating it, but Charles did not 
appear to breakfaſt, and a ſervant was 


ſent to enquire the cauſe z—he felt 


himſelf much fatizued, he ſaid, and 
ſhould thank Mrs. Bcllmour to ſend 
his breakfaſt up ſtairs —He was then 
jn bed, — but it was known that he 


afterwards roſe and dreſſed himſelt, ſoon 


and it was evident that he had ſome. 


thing of importance on his mind. 
Mr. Bellmour was very unuſually 


attentive to every motion of the wnole 


family, ;—and his curiofity ſ:emed to 


attract the notice of the ſervants; 
After he found that Stanley was ri— 


ſen, he would frequentiy {!ep ſoftiy 


2 | to 
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to his door, as if to be ſatisfied what 
he was doing, —-Sometimes he per- 
ceived him in a penſive, muſing poſ- 
ture. and at other times, as if 


ſpeaking to himſelf, he heard ſeveral 
indiſtinct and inarticulate ſounds ;— 
Mr. Bellmour attributed the caute of 
this to his conſciouſneſs that ſomebody 
might overhear hime—Charles did not 
appear the whole day ;—he feigned in- 
diſpoſition, which I partly doubted, * 
and Mr. Bellmour ſeemed to be con- 
ſcious of his own conduct the preceding 

evening and thought that might occaſion 
It, —But this was no foundation to lead 

to a diſcovery of his ſentiments To- 
wards the evening, Mr. Bellmour, till 
anxious for the cauſe liſtened again to 

| Charles's ſoliloquies, and then heard 
or 2 he heard the following 
exclaimation 
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exclaimation very diſtinctiy.— Is it 
«c. poffible that ſhe loves me ?—yes, 
6. perceive it,. —1 am convinced: 
of it, —her whole conduct has been 
ce an evident proof of it. ——and I 
& will return her love with equal 
& ardor no obſtacles: from hence- 
6 forth ſhall prevent my poſſeſſing 
ce ſo ii eſtimable a jewel. — It is 


= enough that I am beloved, and I. 
© am happy. — Judge then from the 
ſtate of Mr. Bellmour's mind the 


effect it muſt be productive of, when 
he applied all this as ſpoken of your 
unfortunate Maria, which had her 
friend for its object. and that he 
conſidered himſelf as the obſtacle al- 
luded to.— The door was iuſtantly 
burſted open. defend thyſelf, 
& traitor, * cried he“ but thy at- 

K 4 tempts 
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ec tempts are vain, — die therefore as 
& thou deſerveſt, at the ſame mo- 


ment running him through the body. 
—— Then ruſhing out, he left him 
weltring in his bload, —and, having 
heard a noiſe in the room, as he wag 
running down ſtairs, I met him at 
the bottom» with the countenance of 
a Fury. ——<<; Go,” ſays Wes and 
& take care of tbat Stanley.“ — He 
left the houſe immediately, took horſe, 
and has never fince been heard of, — 
A turgeon was ſent. for with al! ſpeed 
to poor Charles,, who pronounced the 
wound to be mortal, and that tho? 
life may be prolonged for a ſhort 
time, there was ſcarce a poſſibilit y 
of a recovery —— | his morning his 
exhauſt ed nature gave way, and the 
dear untortunate youth ex pired de 

had 
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had been inſenſible and ſcarce alive 
from his great loſs of blood for two 
days before. Here let me cloſe the 
ſcene, —after having with great dif- 


ficulty accounted. for the tragical e- 


vent, as his extreme weakneſs from, 
time to time permitted him to re- 
veal it.— Farewell, my friend, and 
prepare yourſelf to hear oſ the death 
of your coreſpondent; — her heart is. 
broke, nor can ſhe long furvive. Adieu, 


once more, 


and for ever, 
Wedneſday Evening, 
20 ch.. M. BELLMOUR. 


* "3 ; . 


It may ſuffice to inform the reader 
that the remains of tlie poor unfor- 


tunate youth, were depoſited the week 


K 5 following 


„„ 
following, with as little ceremony 
as poſſible, in the family vault in the 
adjoining pariſh, that Mr. Bell-- 
mour was about three weeks after diſ- 
5 covered in a moſt deplorable ſituation 
in one of his friend Villars's woods, 
when he had but juſt ſtrongth enough 
left to relate the tragical ſcene before: 
he paid the tribute of nature, —and 
that Mrs. Bellmour lingered about 
fix weeks, and then expire. 


Mr. Villars took the care of convey- 
ing the corps of his friend to More- 
ton Abbey, — —after he had ſent a 
meſſ anger to acquaint them of his 
death, with all poſſible privacy, whoſe 
ſhare of unhappineſs was not. ſmall; 
—-and Miſs Colville, on. receiving, 

| 0 the 


e 
the news of the fatal cateſtrophe, 


* 


7 haſtened to take a laſt view of the 
e body of the . amiable youth, whoſe 
— endowments merited a better lot,— 

> and to. condole with her friend in 

th 


hopes of -reſtoring her to a ſettled | 
fate of mind.—-Her feelings on the 


"occaſion may better be conceived than 
deſcribed, 


Mrs. Bellmour deſired theſe two 
friends to continue with her to perform 
the ſame. friendly office to her re- 
mains, and by her laſt will divided 
her whole fortune betwixt chem, there- 
in ſtrongly. recommended an union 
as the beſt tribure of affection they 
could pay to the memory of their 
dedarted friends. It is enough to 

add 
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| a that their unavoidable ncquain- 
| tance diſcovered a ſimilarity of fen- 
timent, which ſoon ripened to a de- 
gree productive of the deſired eff⸗ct; 
nd they now live, bleſſod with 
every domieſtic heppineſs, of which 

4 lovely pledges, a ſon and daugh- 

ter, the fruit of their marriage, are 

4 from being the leaſt canſido . 
_able foundation. 8 
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